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Unbeaten Blues storm home to stun Glenelg in flag warning

standings
P W L F
Sturt 10 10 0 8BS 597 59.72 20
Glenelg 10 7 3 993 650 6044 14
Adel 9 7 2 790 592 5716 14
Eagles 10 6 4 782 673 5375 12
Central 10 6 4 732 660 5259 12
PortAdel 9 4 5 641 749 4612 8
-* NorthAdel 10 4 6 7483 895 45.53 8
i Morwood 10 3 7 744 716  50.96 6
ol SouthAdel 10 1 9 547 837 3952 2
WestAdel 10 1 9 540 1033 3433 2
Andrew Capel late goals to beat Norwoad by
four points, Sturt kicked the
Sturt just refuses to lie down. last four goals — and six of the

The Double Blues sensa-
tionally stretched their un-
beaten start to the season to 10
games — and made a strong
premiership statement - by
beating the team which is ex-
pected to be their greatest
challenger on their home turf
on Sunday.

In an ominous warning to
the rest of the competition, the
Double Blues stunningly over-
came a 12-point deficit in the
final quarter to beat reigning
back-to-back premier Glenelg
by 20 points in a pulsating
clash between two genuine
flag contenders.

Two weeks after coming
from the clouds to boot three

last seven — against the Tigers
to take a major step towards
clinching the minor premier-
ship.

The hard-fought victory
was, incredibly, the Double
Blues" 23rd straight in the
home-and-away season after
they won their last 13 minor
round games last year before
hombing out of the finals in
straight sets.

They now haven't lost in
288 days, last falling to Glen-
elg by 31 points in last year's
first semi-final.

In beating the Bays on Sun-
day, Sturt completed the dou-
ble over them this season,
having also won at Unley Oval

in round 5 by eight points.

“We had a plan and we exe-
cuted it very well, particularly
in the last quarter,” said de-
lighted Double Blues coach
Martin Mattner,

“We are trying to evolve and
get better each week, with the
aim of being better equipped
for finals and, to win this game,
which was a great game of
football, was very pleasing.

“Both teams got run-ons
and Glenelg got two goals up
in the last quarter after we
were ahead for most of the
game, s0 to come back again
showed the growth of our
group.

“We weren't good enough
last year in that space and until
we play finals again we won't
fully know how much we've

| CROWD - 5148 at Stratarama Stadium. |
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Sturt's Martin
Frederick on the
. attack against
Glenelg and (inset)
the Double Blues'|
" Kobe McEntee
celebrates a goalin
\ the Blues'
impressive win.
Pictures: Cory
Sutton/SANFL
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CAPEL'S BEST = Sturt: Lewis, Conforti,
Becker, Frederick, Anderson, Emmett,
Voss, Edmonds. Glenelg: Parmell,

). Lyons, Mlen, Martini, Scharenberg,
Hosie, Gerloff, Partington.
GOALS - Sturt: Conforti 4, Hone, Fahey- |
Sparks, Frederick, McEntee, Grivell,
McFadyen, Becker, Emmett, Lewis.
Glenelg: Hosie 3, J. Lyons 2, Allen,
Bailey, McBean, Reynolds.
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improved but, at the moment,
we've seen improvements in a
lot of areas we identified we
needed to get better at.”

Sturt, still missing star in-
jured midfielders James Batt-
ershby and Jared Dakin, set up
its victory in the opening term,
dominating possession Kick-
ing into a five-goal wind to
trail by only two points at the
first change.

The home side lifted its
workrate in the second term to
stay in the contest when it was
in danger of getting blown
away, with the Blues going
into the long break holding a
slender 10-point advantage as
the wind dropped.

The second half was tough
and tight and when star for-
ward Lachie Hosie bagged his

third major for the Bays early
in the final term, they edged
two goals clear and appeared
to have momentum.

But Sturt wasn't to be de-
nied, with speedy forward Sam
Conforti kicking three of his
four goals in the last stanza to
hand the Blues the advantage,
before best-afield Tom Lewis
sealed the deal with a long
bomb from outside 50.

“Sturt are an incredibly
good and well-drilled team
and are the team to beat, that’s
for sure,” Glenelg coach Dar-
ren Reeves said.

“I thought we were slightly
off in our method from a team
defence and offence stand-
point all day and you can't be
doing that against a really
good team.”

Top Goalkickers ADELAIDE V CENTRAL
Played Goals
L. Hosle  Glenelg 9 34
C. Burgess Adelaide 9 26
J. Callow  Norwood 10 26
L. McBean Glenelg 8 23
C. Ballenden WW Eagles 8 20
J.Hone  Sturt 10 20
F. Szekely North 10 18
A.Grace Centrals 10 18
RESERVES
STURT 54 75 115 137 (ES)
GLENELG 1.1 34 48 815 (B3)

Goals: Start: W Thomas 3 L Burrows 3 0 Memett 2 M
Ferres 2 | Thiele 5 Brewer L Slade. Glenelg: H Stagg 2 K
Bevan W Davey | Langley € Mchuliffe O Soott L Sumner.
Best: Sturk: L Slade H Kittel B Illman J Thiele 5 Waltham.
Glenelg: H Stagg O Scatt L Wisdom | Hyatt B Ridgway,
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Round 10 SANFL Sn

BEST - Adelaide: Taylor, Murray,
Jomes, Nankervis, McAndrew, Dowling,
sholl, Burgess. Central: Pudney,

Chisalm, Presbury, Dittmar, Callinan.
'ﬁ GOALS - Adelaide: Burgess &,
15 | Mankervis, Gallagher, Cook, Strachan,
}3 Dowling. Drury, Jones. Central:
8 Callinan, Chisolm, Larkins, Grace.
UMPIRES - Burke, Rogers, Scott.
CROWD - 1192 at X Convenience Oval.
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NORTH V WEST

BEST - North: Wissman, Faulkhead,
Spina, Wigg, Raak, Shumacher, Hilder,
Lebois. West: McCormick, Ryan,
Morrish, Park, Searle, Scully, May.
GOALS - North: Lebois, Wilsdan 4,
Spina 2, Blacker, Schumacher. West:
Scully 3, McCormick, May Z, Stevens,
Patterson, Thackeray, Laudato.
UMPIRES - Sboro, Williams, Thiel.
CROWD - 1005 at Hisense Stadium.
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PORT V EAGLES

BEST - Port: Williams, Moraes,
Mackinlay, Finlayson, Moore, Watkins,

Atkins. Eagles: Mutch, Rowe, Sinor,
Ballenden.

GOALS - Port: Charleson, Lord,
Finlayson 2, Lorenz, Barrett, Mackinlay,
McLennan. Eagles: Ballenden 4, Buck,

Mutch, Hayes, Sladojevic.
UMPIRES - Bowen, Hundertmark,
Whittlesea.

CROWD - BOO at Alberton Oval.

NORWOOD V S0UTH

BARRETT'S BEST - Norwood:
Kennerey, Cootee, F. Heard, ). Heard,
Surman, Callow, Seymour.
South: Magor, Chapman, McCarty.
GOALS - Norwood: Callow 4, Binder 2,
Twelftree, Hamilton, Kennerley, Murley,
Cootee, F. Heard.

South: Freitag 2, Wilkinson, Ajang.
UMPIRES - Sobieraj, Millar, Lewis,
CROWD - 1466 at Coopers Stadium.

by Zac Milbank
sanfl.com.au

If Sturt was aiming to senda
clear message to the
competition it certainly did it
in emphatic fashion.

Stretching their unbeaten streak
to 10, the Double Blues proved
they are rightly the premiership
favourites by rolling over the top
of Glenelg by 20 points at
Stratarama Stadium.

Coming off a match-winning final
term flurry against Norwood in
Round 9, Marty Mattner’s charges
were at it again when they
produced a stunning fourth
quarter blitz to flex their muscles
against the reigning premier.

Even with inform Magarey
Medallist Will Snelling well held by
Tiger Alex Martini, Sturt was
powered by outstanding
performances from midfielder
Tom Lewis and crafty forward

Sam Conforti when it mattered
most.
Conforti booted three of four

majors in the final stanza to put
his imprint on the contest,
including an eye-catching roving
effort which bounced through in
the 24th minute.

It put the visitors up by 14 points
after initially trailing by as much
as 11 points two minutes after

three quarter-time, with best
afield Lewis putting an
exclamation mark on the

Reeva’s Round 10 Match Wrap

Stratarama Stadium, Sunday 22nd June, 2:10pm

9.13 67
139 87

L. Hosie 3, 1. Lyons 2, L. Reynolds 1,

M. Allen 1, D. Bailey 1, L. McBean 1

Glenelg 3.4 4.7 7.12
Sturt 3.2 6.5 1.7
Goals:

Most Disposals:

Round 10 and our second meeting
with the top-of-the-table Sturt
Football Club and, unfortunately,
it played out very similar to our
first clash in round 5. While it is
disappointing not to get the win,
the journey of the season means
we grab some learnings, keep
looking at areas to improve, move
on really quickly and get ready for
Norwood in a short turn around
this Saturday.

With two really good teams
competing against each other, it is
important to be doing everything
pretty well. Sturt are the
benchmark right now and have,
and continue to, do that really
well week to week., Our first
guarter while not terrible was
frustrating more for the way we
bombed the ball going inside our
forward 50. We created enough
opportunities to take advantage of
the strong wind but didnt help

J. Lyons 24, P. Parnell 24, L. Partington 24, M. Allen 20,
J. Scharenberg 19, C. Gerloff 17, C. McLeod 17

ourselves. Equally frustrating was
just being a little off on where we
want/expect to be defensively,
which allowed Sturt to score a
little too easy a couple of times.
Our 2nd quarter, while still not
feeling like we were at our best,
was better and we did control it
for most part, much like the first a
couple of goals against when we
had some momentum was not
ideal. The 2nd half of the game
did open up a litle more, we
played some strong football and
really controlled the 3rd quarter
but 3 goal 5 didnt give us the
reward we might have had or
possibly deserved.

With the game tight throughout
the first half of the last quarter we
were not without our chances and
had ourselves in a good position,
in these games it can come down
to some moments and grabbing
momentum when it is there.

afternoon for his team with a
massive 55m set shot seconds
before the final siren.

The hulking Blues midfielder
finished with a huge haul of 28
disposals, 10 clearances and 13
tackles to go with his celebratory
major while fellow onballers
Angus Anderson and Martin
Frederick each collected 21
possessions.

Only inaccuracy blotted Tom
Emmett’s copy book as he pushed
up the ground to kick 1.3 while
having 19 disposals for the Blues
as Snelling battled hard to shrug
Martini's shadow to finish with 18
disposals, five tackles and five
clearances.

The Bays, set to be without
midfielder Corey Lyons for two
months with a foot injury, pushed
Patty Parnell higher up the field to
finish with an equal team-high 24
possessions with Luke Partington.
Jarryd Lyons had 23 disposals and
two goals for the hosts while Matt
Allen kicked 1.3 to go with his 20
disposals and seven marks as
Martini tallied 15 disposals and
four marks to have his own share
of the Sherrin,

Glenelg blooded AAMI Rookie
Beau Symonds - the son of

former Tiger Jon — in defence,
where he had nine disposals while
Lachie Hosie was his team’s
highest scorer with 3.2.

Credit to Sturt they did that and
deserved to win the game. It is
only round 10, we are just half-
way through the season, and
with so much yet to play out, and
improvement to gain — this will be
our focus into round 11.

We have had some challenges
with things out of our control, as
well as some injuries that are
mounting up, but pleasingly we
also have some players ready to
resume playing which will be a
strong boast over the next few
weeks,

Despite the challenges mentioned,
our Reserves group was as young
and inexperienced as [ can
remember in my time at the Club.
The game played out in that
manner, whilst they never gave
up, right throughout the contest it
was a battle against a Sturt team
that were strong throughout. As
has been the case over the year,

ncept DatRy

the young group will take a lot
away from it and continue to
improve, They sit in a really
strong position in the competition.
We move onto Norwood this
coming Saturday which will be a
great challenge. The Iladder
position for them currently doesn't
reflect the quality of opposition
that they are, and we will need to
be at our best to get the result.

Best Players —

1. P Parnell

2. J Lyons

3. A Martini

4. C Gerloff

5. J Scharenberg
6. L Hosie

Go the Bays
Darren Reeves
SENIOR COACH



