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You can't keep

the Eagles down

WARREN PARTLAND

SAY what you want about

. Woodville-West Torrens, but
the Eagles just keep turning up
season after season.

There has been so much
heartache for the Eagles in re-
cent years. They are continu-
ally the dominant minor-
round force, only to fall overin
the finals when expectations
are lofty.

And it is not just the devas-
tation of not turming minor
premierships into flags - the
club also has had to cope with
plenty of ridicule.

However, the Eagles keep
climbing off the canvas each
year in pursuit of that elusive
SANFL crown and this season
is no different.

Glenelg was coming off a
fighting loss to Port Adelaide
followed by a confidence-
boosting win over Norwood
and new coach Mark Stone
had instilled a huge dose of be-
lief in his squad.

So the battle against the Ti-
gers at Woodville Oval yester-
day loomed as a formidable
challenge for an Eagles outfit
missing key midfielders Jared
Petrenko, Joe Sinor, James
Boyd and Scott Lewis and run-

- ning defender Matthew Golds-
worthy.

It was the test predicted. But
this Eagles mob again showed
just how much resilience and
character there is at Wood-
ville, standing up to a feisty Ti-
gers before stamping their
authority for a 61-point victory.

“The club has been kicked

-around a bit and that stays
with you,” Eagles coach Mi-
chael Godden said. “The play-
ers are fighters and every year
we want to put a team out
there good enough to finish
top-three and that is the goal,
like always.
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“We have been pretty con-
sistent at that lately and
today’s effort shows we have
got a bit to work with - it’s pret-
ty exciting.”

The absence of some big
names enabled the Eagles to
promote teenager James Rowe
for his league debut and give

Jack Firns another oppor-
tunity. And the side did not
miss a beat, Rowe especially
impressive,

The Tigers controlled pos-
sessions for lengthy periods
early, but could not capitalise
on the scoreboard.

Tom Schott continued his
solid form for the Tigers, Josh
Scott is a nightmare for de-
fenders and Chris Curran
works hard down back.

The Tigers hit the front
early in the second quarter,
only to waste prime scoring
opportunities and allow the
Eagles to strike back and build
a handy buffer.

The Eagles used the hand-
ball effectively and their ability
to punish the Tigers' turnovers
was damaging.

Chris Hall rarely fails to do
his role for the Eagles, Louis
Sharrad kept Matthew Snook
quiet and the defence again
stood its ground.

The Tigers kept plugging
away in the heat, but the Ea-
gles were able to provide the
necessary answers.

Stone lamented his players
allowing opponents to too
often get goal-side.

“Our issue is we did not
work hard enough and did not
do the basics well enough,” he
said.

“We pressured well in pas-
sages, but did not stop them
getting goal-side enough.

“It was just a matter of run
in the second half and we just
could not run with them.”
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Eagles: Connor McLEOD 4, Jake Cook 2, Nicholas  ential 3 211234 1965442 4
Moare 2&1 Jordan West 2, Scolt Lewis 1, Lachlan  Sturl 2111134 1325038 2
Sheppard 1, Jake Weidemann 1

BEST Glenely. Timuthy Mackenzie, Bradley Co0es 4 13 0301 2985025 2
Close, Derick Wanganeen, Bradley McCarthy, 'est 3120171 1974547 2
Cameron Buchanan, Nicholas Amato, Eagles. Jake  South 2021143 1794447 O
Comitogianni, Cooper Gaffney, Scolt Lewis. Rhys  Pprt 2021 B8 232237 0

Wonds, Harrison Hawkins, Jackson Lee

RESULTS

I
FL% CENTRAL DISTRICT B.2 134 196 2111 137
’  ADELAIDE 11 34 67 107 @7

BEST Central Barmby, Hanna, T. Schiller, McLean, Hoskin, McKenzie, Jenner. Adelaide
Hadden, Edwards, Davis, McMahon, Launer. GOALS Cemrtral McLean 4, T Schiller,
Presbury, Hoskin, Hately, Goodrem, D. Fort 2, Barmby, Hanna, McKenzie, F. Fort, White
Adedalde Davis 3, McMahon, Launer 2, Himmelberg, Fogarty, Offe. UMPIRES Morgan,
Schramm, Hundertmark. CROWD 1590 at My Money House Oval, Elizabeth

ES" NORTHADELAIDE 6.2 83 175 217 133
5y 7. NORWOOD 10 56 98 1311 89

BEST Morth Young. Allmond, Schwarz, Thring, Tropiano, Mcinemey, Hender Norwood
Grigg, Panos, Johnston, Hamilton, Surman. GOALS North Young 6, Mcinemey, Hender
3, Tropiano, Allmond, Harvey, Ryswyk 2, Spina. Norwood Grigg 3, Surman. Wilson,
Baulderstone 2, Glenn, Hamilton, McKenzie, Phillips. UMPIRES Broadbent, Sboro,
Medlin, CROWD 2460 At Prospect Oval

EAGLES 33 75 N91812 120 2N
GLENELG 13 37 511 81 59 [WCH

BEST Eagles: Hall, Rowe, Sharmad, Giuffreda, Lukosius, N. Hayes. Glenelg: Schott, Scott,
Reynolds, Curran, Scharenberg, GOALS Eagles: Johansen 4, Lukosius, N. Hayes 3, T.
Gray, J. Hayes 2, Thompson, Haylock, Sharrad, Redden. Glenedg: Scott 3, Motlop, Koster,
T. Milera, Hosie, Reynolds. INJURIES Glenelg: White (leg). UMPIRES Galletly, Crosby,
Scott. CROWD 1972 at Maughan Thiem Hyundai Oval. Woodville,

P L) D L For Apgst e P15
Eagles 4 3 1 - 324 200 616 7
North Adelaide 4 3 - 1 406 2 590 6
Port Adelaide 3 2 1 - 28 BO 623 5
Central District 4 2 - 2 3I3M0 15 574 4
Sturt 3 2 1 238 180 569 4
South Adelaide 3 2 1 ™2 m 511 4
Norwood 4 1 3 347 38 413 2
Glenelg 4 1 - 3 306 37 448 12
West Adelalde 3 1 2 W 304 N7 2
Adelaide 4 - 4 209 443 31 0

FIXTURE

WEST VSOUTH

CITY MAZDA STADIUM, TE0PM TOMORRCW

STURT V PORT ADELAIDE

PETER MOTLEY OWVAL, 110PM WEDNESDAY
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IMPRESSIVE: James Rowe had an outstanding debut for the Eagles.
Picture: DYLAN COKER




