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set to step up =

ANDREW CAPEL

EMMANUEL Irra stamped
himself a star of the future as
South Adelaide overcame an
early Glenelg onslaught and a
scoreless last quarter to win a
Good Friday arm-wrestle by nine
points at Noarlunga yesterday.

Sudanese-born refugee Irra
turned the SANFL season
opener on its head with a bril-
liant midfield display after the
Tigers had bolted from the
gates, kicking three goals in
the first four minutes into the
wind, including two from
debutant Josh Koster.

[rra lit up Noarlunga Oval
with his electrifying pace and
silky skills in a standout per-
formance which would have
captured the attention of AFL
recruiters. The 2l-year-old
excitement machine, playing
just his 27th match, looked a
class above most other players
on the ground and ignited a
Panthers goal rampage in their
matchwinning third term.

“He was exciting and has all
of the elite attributes because
he takes the game on, he’s got
good skills, some speed and
he's clean,” South coach Brad
Gotch said. “He’s been show-
ing it in the pre-season so
we've thrown him more into

the midfield rather than the
wing and half-forward and he

provided us with that bit of X-
factor. | was impressed and |'d
be surprised if he keeps going
like it that upstairs (the AFL)
won't have a look at him.”
Best-afield Irra finished
with 23 disposals, five in-
side-50s and two goals as the
Panthers blew the game open
with a seven-goal third quarter
and then held on gamely into
the wind in the final term,
when they failed to score.
“They jumped us early and

then I thought we controlled
the game for a long period be-

fore thnﬂ:},Ir came back at the
end,” Gotch said. “We were
just hﬂpp}' to get away Wlﬂ'l it
in the end.”
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BEST

South: Irra, Cross, Liddle,
Fields, Rankine, Hitchcock, Eddy.
Glenelg: McGinty, Howard, Sellar,
Curran, Alleway, Snook, Rioli.
GOALS

South: Eddy 3, Irra, Cross, Barnes 2,
Overall, Haren, Hitchcock, Rankine.
Glenelg: Koster 3, Alleway 2, Bradley,
McFarlane, Scott, Riol, Kirkby, Milera.
UMPIRES

G. Lewis, T. Philp, 5. Hosking.
VENUE

Hickinbotham Owval.

RESERVES

Glenelg 15.10 (100) d South 8.6 (54).
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Dual Magarey Medallist
Joel Cross (26 disposals and
two goals) and Nick Liddle (26)
joined Irra in being prolific
ballwinners for South.

The Tigers began brilliantly
to put an 18-point space in the
teams in the opening four min-
utes with Koster - the son of
dual Crows premiership player
Kym - goaling with his first
two kicks in league football.

The 18-year-old small for-
ward/midfielder finished with
three in a promising debut.

Ruckman Warwick McGin-
ty (35 hit-outs), half-back
Christian Howard, former
Crow James Sellar and key for-
ward Clint Alleway were other
solid contributors for Glenelg,

“The biggest thing for us is
that I thought we controlled a
lot of the footy but our defen-
sive pressure let us down at
times and allowed them to get
clean exits out of stoppages and
through the middle of the
ground,” said coach Matthew
Lokan. “We can take plenty out
of the game but we're not going
to sit back and accept losses
any more. As a footy club we
need to win games like that.”

NORWOOD 43 85 1.81510100
PORT ADELAIDE 50 60 71123 75

BEST Norwood Pancs, Bampton, Dawe, Cachia, Johnston, Georgiou, Wilson. Port Young, Biemars,
Toumpas, Howard, Amon, Byme- Jones. GOALS Norwoed Johnston 5, Bampton, Ferreira 2, Roocke, Panos,
Persings, Wikon, Fuller, Donohue. Port Howard 3, Palmer 2, Summerton, Gray, Sharrad, Butcher, Stewart,
Austin, Biemans, INJURIES Norwood Phillips (shoulder). REPORT Port Shamad. UMPIRES Hundertmark
Mediin, Haussen. CROWD 512 at Coopers Stadium, Norwood.

E‘% CENTRAL DISTRICT 52 10.8 1692410 154 B
.~/ NORTHADELAIDE 25 37 59 &1t 47 ~,

BEST Central T. Schiller, Barmbyy, D. Fort, Hoskin, F. Fort, Kavanagh, Holman, Hill. Morth Mckenzie, Dkekalns
M. Thiing. GOALS Central Goodrem, Hoskin, T. Schiller 4, Hill 3, Holman 2, Kavanagh, lansen, Tempieton,
Fumed, Habe!, Hanna, Presbury. North McDonough 2, Spina, Wundke, M. Thrng, Olekalns, INJURIES
North Motiop (shoulder). UMPIRES Sobieraj, Crosby, Cook. CROWD 4544 at My Money House Oval,
Elizabeth.

SOUTH ADELAIDE 42 66 137 137 85
GLENELG 40 64 971110 76

BEST South ra, Cross, Liddle, Fields, Rankine, Hitchock, Eddy. Glenelg McGinty, Howard, Sellar Curran,
Alleway, Snook, Rioll, GOALS South Eddy 3, Ima, Cross, Bames 2, Overall, Haren, Hiteheock, Rankine,
Gleneldg Koster 3, Alleway 2, Bradley, McFarlane, Scott, Rioli, Kirkby, Milera. UMPIRES Lewds, Philp, Hosking
CROWD 3859 at Hickinbotham Oval, Noarlunga.
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ADELAIDE
WEST ADELAIDE 24 371 58 78 50 e

BEST Adelalde Ellis-Yolmen, Henderson, O'Brien, Beech, Hartigan, Knight, Lowden. West Stevens, Caire,
Schmidt, Hardy. GOALS Adelaide Dear 4, Beach 3, Menzel, Lowden, Spencely 2, Knight, Greenwood, Ellis-
"l"l:dr!'lerl, (YBrien, Ramsey. West Slattery 2, Stevens, Willits, Waslkey-Black, Vick, Johnson, REPORT West
Willits, UMPIRES Medlin, Broadbent, Bowen, CROWD 2162 at City Mazda Stadium, Richmond.,

DRAW
ROUND 2 Sunday Adelaide v Port Adelaide (Mannum Oval), Glenelg v West Adelaide (Gliderol

Stadium, Glenelg), North Adelaide v Norwood (Prospect Oval), South Adelaide v Eagles
(Hickinbotham Oval, Noarlunga). ;

THE EYES HAVE IT: South Adelaide's Jake Veide gets a
handball away under pressure from Glenelg's Christian
Howard yesterday at Noarlunga. Picture: DEAN MARTIN




