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Bulldogs storming into finals contention

KYM MORGAN

DESPERATE Central played
to the line at Elizabeth yester-
day and moved to within about
three goals of fifth spot and an
improbable finals berth.

Jacob Gilbee kicked four
final-term goals as the Dogs
booted six last-quarter majors
to Glenelg's two, to claw back
valuable percentage on wob-
bling Woodville-West Tor-
rens, with a 59 point win.

The Eagles’ 38-point loss to
North Adelaide at Prospect
means about three goals worth
of percentage is all that sepa-
rates a charging Bulldogs outfit
and the fifth-placed Eagles,
heading into a thrilling final
minor round where all match-
es will be played next Saturday.

If Central does reach a 15th
consecutive finals series it will
have sides looking over their
shoulder.

The Dogs have now beaten
every team in the competition
and won seven of their past

- eight, but the way they are

playing says far more than the
statistics.

After being exposed for leg
speed in the past two finals se-
ries, Dogs coach Roy Laird has
clearly placed a focus on run-
ning power and it was his side’s
spread on the large spaces of
Elizabeth which eventually
helped it wear down Glenelg.

Central was matched for
large parts of the contest but
players like Josh and Travis
Schiller, Trent Goodrem, Paul
Thomas and Josh Glenn were
still covering the turf late as the

Bays fatigued.

STRONG TACKLE: Glenelg's
Brad Agnew had nowhere to
go yesterday.
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Central: Goodrem, Glenn,
Gillbee, T.Schiller, Haydon,
Thomas, J.Schiller, Prior.
Glenelg: Snook, McGinity,
Neale-Bullen, Bradley.

GDALS

Central: Gilbee 5, Retzlaff, Glenn,
Nason 3, White, Collier, Williams.
Glenelg: Hooper 4, Scott 2,
Bradley.

INJURIES
Central: Mabon (hip)
UMPIRES
Bowen, Sboro, Lowe

CROWD
1870 at Elizabeth Oval

Laird remained unin-
terested in finals probabilities
but took joy from the fact his
side finally killed a contest

- properly.
“l was a little bit frustrated

in the first half,” he said.

“They got their reasonable
share of stoppages and we had
to address that.

“We looked strong late and
OUr pressure was good ...

“We haven't done that all
year. We've been improving,
we've been brave, but we
hadn't killed off a side so we
wanted to take that next step.”

Glenelg started the contest
with the intensity which has
seen it improve over the past
month and kicked the opening
goal when Andrew Hooper
marked near the goal square.

The Dogs knew they need-
ed percentage and quickly
showed their intention to,
moving the ball quickly into an
open forward line where Bryce
Retzlaff looked dangerous.

His third goal early in the
second term gave Central and
four goal lead in what was sha-
ping as a shoot out before rain
brought the game in close and
Glenelg began getting on top
in contested possession.

Bays coach Nick S5tevens
said the effort was a step back-
wards.

“I felt that was as disap-
pointing as the whole year be-
cause we've improved out of
sight but [ thought we went
back to the old Glenelg,” he
said.

The only negative for the
Dogs was a corked hip to ruck-
man Ben Mabon.
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Sturt: Duldig, Stephens,
Tambling, Greenslade, Krause,
Hansen.

Adelaide: Laird, Kerridge,
Crouch, Ellis-Yolmen, Gallinan,
Siggins.

GDALS

Sturt: Duldig 6, Hansen 3,
Calabrese, Evans, Krause,
Crocker.

Adelaide: Petrenko, Osborn,
Callinan 2, Johnston, Kerridge,
Laird, Knight, Spina,
Warmington.

INJURIES

Adelaide: McKernan
(hamstring), Knight (leg).

UMPIRES
Crosby, Cook, Glouftsis.

CROWD
2496 at Unley Oval.
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P W 1 For Agst Stk % Pts

PortAdelaide 1 11 5 1690 M9 L2 5866 X2
Sturt 7T N 6 W60 T89 W2 55 22
Norwood ¥ W0 6 275 1009 W3 5582 20
South Adelaide 1% 9 7 1BS57 1202 W2 5303 18
Eagles 7 9 8 B9 W31 14 4907 18
CentalDistrit 7 9 8 204 M2 W5 4863 18
NorthAdelaide 17 8 9 1467 157 W1 496 16
Adedalde W 7 0 ¥4 464 L1 4913 W
WestAdelaide 16 6 10 01 B24 L2 454 1
Glenelg 7 3 WM W69 187 L2 3704 6

STURT 40 71 87 139 87

ADELAIDE 43 97 19 129 §1
 INJURIES McKeman, Knight (Adelaide).
CROWD 2496 at Unley Oval
& CENTRAL 6.2 84 1.6 17.7 109
L GLENELG 32 44 54 7B 50
INJURIES Mabon (Central).
CROWD 1860 at Elizabeth Oval.
e NORTH ADELAIDE 10 45 86 159 99 .
il o EAGLES 42 53 15 97 6l
INJURIES Grocke (Eagles).
CROWD 2101 at Prospect Oval
TODAY
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BEST
Roosters: Shannon, Campbell,
Shillabeer, M Thring, Miles.

Eagles: Jarrad, Powell, Von
Bertouch, Wundke, Lane.

GOALS

Roosters: Shillabeer 3, M
Thring, Williams, Miles 2;
Campbell, G Thring, Amato,
Obst, Ryswyk, Motlop.
Eagles: Wundke 5, Jarrad,
Ainger, Borholm, Lewis.

INJURIES
Roosters: G. Thring (ankle).
Eagles: Grocke (concussion).

UMPIRES
Philip, Medlin, Haussen.

CROWD
2010 at Prospect Oval.




