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PORT Adelaide Magpies and
(Glenelg vesterday slogged it
out 1n a dour struggle which
ended in a deflating draw at
80 points each.

Glenelg, which has not won
at Alberton in 14 years,
wasted the golden final 60
seconds with the ball just
centimetres from the goal
line when a rushed behind
would have pinched the
premiership points.

Up by 15 points at the first
change and two points just
before half-time, the Tigers
trailed from 50 seconds into
the second half - when Mag-
pie Brad Murray kicked the
first of his four goals for the
day - until a minute before
the final siren.

Port led by eight points
going into time-on but then
Glenelg defender Sam Rud-
olph broke down the corndor
and slammed home a goal
from 50m to level the scores.

Glenelg won the resulting
centre clearance - a rare oc-
currence vesterday - and
charged back into attack for
a frantic scramble on the goal
line before Port's Corey
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PORT ADELAIDE V 6L
Alberton Oval - 3560

58 812 11.14
66 894 128

BEST PLAYERS: PORT - Elstone, DePasquale, J Clayton, Murray,
Biacsi, LeCras, Carr, Maric. GLENELG - Douglas, Sherwood, Mitchell,
Fisher, Allen, Mules, Moore. GOALS: PORT - Murray 4; Waterhouse,
Biacsi, LeCras, Slattery, M Clayton, Batson, Summerton. GLENELG -
Mitchell 3; Douglas, Sellar 2; Rudolph, Moore, Plant, Fisher, Backwaell.
INJURIES/REPORTS - Port: Waterhouse (knee). Glenelg: Panozzo
(hamstring); Hinge (hit to throat). UMPIRES: S Hay, C Carey, G Fila.

AhChee cleared the ball
towards the boundary.

It ended up with Dawid
Mitchell, the longest kKick in
the Tigers' line-up, who
marked 55m from goal with
20 seconds remaining

His kick fell 2m short and
the desperate Maggies de-
fence hustled the ball side-
ways away from the goal line
as the final siren sounded,
bringing a feeling of disap-
pointment over Alberton.

The crowd hardly reacted
and officials were stuck with-
out a wvictory tune to play

over the loudspeakers in an
unwelcome end to a critical
encounter between teams
desperate for full premier-
ship points to stay in touch
with the top five.

Both have legitimate a
claim on the points but Port
will definitely lament its poor
kicking, dropped marks and
other fumbles.

It had 52 more possessions
which had coach Tim Gin-
ever fuming. “Our hand and
foot work was disgraceful,”
he said. “In those last dying
minutes I saw some experi-

Magpies hand
point to Tigers

enced bloKes make some
very bad blues.”

Dogged Daniel Elstone,
sensational with 11 tackles
and 15 disposals, and
Kristian DePasquale stuck
close to Tigers generators
Adam Fisher and Brett
Backwell, and Mwrray pro-
vided the spark in attack that
was missing early.

While Ginever can rightfully
claim that apart from the
opening 15 minutes “we
thought we had the game",
Glenelg coach Mark Mickan
would have similar thoughts
about the last few minutes.

Richard Douglas (19 dis-
posals) and Paul Sherwood
were good all day and
Mitchell, Fisher, Backwell,
Ben Moore and James Sellar
lited when it was needed in
the second half.

“After the first quarter,
when we did have a bit of
spark, we struggled to get
our hands on the ball"”
Mickan said. “But 1 was
proud of the boys for hanging
in to the point that in the last
two minutes, the game was
ours to win."
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