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Desperate Sturt heads

Tigers iNn one-point battle

4.3 98 14.11

GOALS
Duldig, Rogers 4; Logan 2,

Mitchell, McConnell, Fisher,
Smith.

BEST
Backwell, Fisher, Cranston,
McConnell, Hinge, Logan.
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INJURIES/REPORTS
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GOALS

Bentley 3; Weartherald, Bowen,
Hurley 2; Sheedy, Nelson,
Whiteman, Jarjoura, Taylor,
Paley.

BEST

Sheedy, Whiteman, McLeay,
Bentley, Nelson, Hurley,
Weatherald.
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Warren Partland

BRAVE and desperate Sturt
caused a major upset with a
thrilling one-point Vvictory
over Glenelg at Brighton
Road yesterday.

The Double Blues, second
from the bottom and be-
sieged by injuries and sus-
pension to Key players, cast
aside a season of-disappoint-
ing form to secure just their
second win.

“l thought the personnel
we had going into the game
wasn't too bad,” Sturt coach
Brenton Phillips said.

“This win is fantastic for
the club. We have been
knocked around a little bit.

“I'm happy for the playing
group. The best part about
football is seeing blokes with
smiles on their faces. That is
what a win can do to a foot-
ball club.”

The umpires were forced to
have five ball-ups to clear the
square to open the game, but
the entertainment then
flowed as both sides at-
tacked the contest.

Glenelg went into the
battle a hot favourite but the
Double Blues, with Jade
Sheedy and Andrew White-
man superb on the ball, ac-
cepted the challenge with en-
thusiasm and commitment.

SKill errors, mostly with
handball, hurt Sturt early as
it struggled to find fluency
into the forward line.

In contrast, the Tigers
looked far more potent going
into attack.

Glenelg, well led by acting
captain Adam Fisher and
with Brett Backwell working
hard to find space, was more
precise and decisive with its
delivery. And Matthew Dul-
dig thrived on the opportun-
ities, using his strong mark-
ing to cause headaches for
the Sturt defence.

Both sides showed willing-
ness to get involved in the
heavy work, ensuring plenty

of pressure for combatants.

Seven minutes into the sec-
ond quarter, promising
youngster Tom Hurley
showed his class with a goal
which cut Glenelg’'s lead to

just eight points and seemed
t:\spu% Sturt.
The Double Blues lifted

their skill level and became
surer with their ball work to
put Glenelg under the pump.

While Sturt grew in confi-
dence, the Tigers’ skills
dropped and poor decision
making proved- costly.

Moving James McLeay on
to Duldig also had a huge
impact.

If the action was not hot
enough, late in the second
quarter tempers became
heated with a swag of players
involved in a brawl.

The momentum SsSwings
continued into the thh:d
term with firstly Sturt in
control. The fierce tackling
of the Double Blues quelled
the Tigers' running game,
while the home side did not
help its cause with overuse of
handball and clumsy foot-
ball.

Glenelg then grabbed the
ascendancy before the
Double Blues bagged the last
three goals of the quarter to
regain the high ground.

With the home side dom-
inating the stoppages in the
last quarter, the Tigers went

e prowl with constant

deep into attack.

Sturt struggled to clear its
defence as the Tigers lev-
elled the scores midway
through the term. |

“Credit to Sturt, its pres-
sure was good, no doubt
about that,” Glenelg coach
Mark Mickan said.

“They deserve their win.

“They were more efficent
with the ball, decision mak-
ing and skill level. So they get
the result.”

____SCOREBOARD

31 67 810 9.14

GOALS

D. Motlop 4; Weatherley, Gill 2;
Edwards

BEST

Gatto, lvens, Edwards, Mcintyre,
D. Motlop

INJURIES/REPORTS

43 113 18? 23.9
GOALS

Passador 5; Inkster, Cooper 3;
Westbrook, Earl 2; Grocke,
Jarrad, Treeby, Shattock, Powell,
P. Fiacchi, Cicolella, Vince

BEST
Cicolella, Skipworth, Cooper,

- Vince, Treeby, Passador,

McKenzie, Pedler, Lindsay

MNORTH: Younie (shoulder); Krieg {concussion).
EAGLES: T Inkster repﬂrted hy G Hnwstﬂn fﬂr alleged mugh mnduct

33 V.0 11131 1617

GOALS

Ware 3; Cowan, J. Westhoff,
O'Sullivan, Wilson 2; Slade,
Schell, Switala, Dutschke,
R. Cochrane.

BEST

Slade, McKenzie, R. Cochrane,
Switala, McCabe, Scoullar,
Wilson.

INJURIES/REPORTS

30 84 86 117

GOALS
Culpitt 4; deJongh 3; Sandery,
Aish, Bown, Meesen:

BEST

B. James, Zorzi, Culpitt,
Gallagher, Thomas, Meesen.

CENTRAL: Gowans (calf) withdrew from selected squad.

NORWOOD: Campbell (thigh).
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DULDIG S 8
HORAN 3 2
RUWOLDT 13 3
SMITH 8 9
MITCHELL 15 7
MCCONNELL 14 5
FISHER 20 8
GIBBS 1 2
SUNDQVIST 6 3
WILLITS 1 9
MOORE & 4
HINGE 10 4
SHERWOOD 8 5
PANOZZO 11 0
CRANSTON " SIS
LOGAN . . 10 9
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ALLEN 1 e,
YEOMANS . 3 0
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BOMBERS CHASE GIBBS

ESSENDON has signalled its
intent to embark on a post-
season player raid, with
coach Kevin Sheedy warning
the Bombers were on the
“warpath”“to poach Glenelg
youngster Bryce Gibbs.

In the wake of Essendon’s
insipid 138-point loss to Ad-
elaide on Friday, Sheedy con-
firmed the Bombers were de-
termined to build their side for

the 2007 season.

Sheedy and his recruiting

staff yesterday stayed in Ad-
elaide to watch Gibbs play for

7.4 8.6
Lokan 3; llett 2: Biacsi,
Waterhouse, Elstone, Carr.
BEST

Baird, Fitzgerald, Biacsi, Elstone,
DePasguale, Lokan, Meiklejohn.

INJURIES/REPORTS

Glenelg against Sturt. He said
Essendon would do every-
thing in its power to bring a
young star into the club
through the pre-season draft.

“The most important thing |
could say is that we will be
going after the best pre-
season draft pick,” he said.

“We have an opportunity to
go after the best kid off con-
tract and we will be on the
warpath. We won't be trading
our draft picks, | can tell you
that,” he said.

Jon Ralph

_SCOREBOARD ____

T. 10 10.16 13.22

Jericho 5; Haynes ®ollands,
Porplyzia 2; Pettigrew, McMillan.

BEST

Haynes, Porplyzia, Jericho,
Hollands, Dragicewvic, F':asanle
Glover, Pettigrew.

PORT: J. Clayton (ankle), Waterhouse (cork).
WEST: Nil, :
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