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Clay leads way

WARREN PARTLAND

LATE in the second quar-
ter at Adelaide Oval on
Saturday South Adelaide
captain Clay Sampson col-
lapsed in pain with another
shoulder dislocation.

Sampson has a history of
shoulder problems which 1s
reflected in the fact he has
three times needed sur-
gery. Glenelg was in front
in the crucial battle to de-
cide the fith combatant for
the finals but the Panthers.
ordinary with their skills
and decision-making for
much of the first half, were
mounting a charge

Sampson took several
steps towards the bench,
popped his shoulder back
into place and ran to pick
up an opponent, seemingly
still in discomfort.

The courageous skipper
has shared the heartache
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of Panther fans for many
vears - not since 1992 had
the club been in the finals
and* he was not going Lo
leave the field when lead-
ership was paramount
South kicked the last two
goals of the first half before
golng on a rampage.in the
third term. nahng eight
goals to one against a dis-
appointing opponent to set
up the victory. This was to
be the Panthers’ moment
and they, and Sampson,
would not be denied
Coach Robert Pyman
has had to wear plenty of
flak but this result was his
satisfying answer to the
critics. “This win and this
season has justified a lot of
the decisions that were
made, some of them un-
popular, to steer the club
in the nght direction,” he
sard “We made decisions
that were not based on a
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popularity contest but to
make the football club bei-
ter. 1 am proud of this
group of players”

Glenelg coach Mark
Mickan praised his players’
endeavour and approach
to the year but lamented a
wasted opportunity to re-
tumn to the major round
after a seven-year absence.

He said there had been
an improvement in the
group this season but the
players had sold them-
selves short in not qualify-
ing for the finals.

“We have to wear it and
we don't have any ex-
cuses,” he said. “This
group has tackled the
program we have given
them with gusto, enthusi-
asm and to their credit
they have done that.

1 feel for them that they
have not been rewarded

"with a go at the finals.”
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finals comeback

Warren Partland

SOUTH Adelaide’s frustrat-
ing absence from finals action
is over after overpowering
Glenelg by 49 points at Ad-
elaide Oval vesterday.

In a battle to confirm the
fifth component of the finals
series beginning next week,
-the Panthers overcame a
half-time deficit to earn their
first major round appearance
since 1992,

The win lifted the Panthers
to third on the ladder
although Central District can
regain that spot when it takes
on West Adelaide today.

“That was an early final as
far as we were concerned,”
South Adelaide coach Robert
Pyman said.

“We need to be proud of
this group of players.”

Maybe it was nerves, maybe
it was the blustery condi-
tions, but the first quarter
was marred by skills errors
and poor disposal.

Pinpointing foot passes was
a difficult task as both sides
continually turned the ball
over. The sides struggled to
adapt to the tricky condi-
tions and it was the Tigers
who settled better.

Despite facing a strong
wind, the Tigers took the
challenge to the clumsy Pan-
thers grabbing the early lead.

It took the Panthers 19 min-
utes to counter this, but they
could not shake their op-
ponents and a buffer of just
nine points at gquarter-time
did not reflect the advantage
they had with the breeze.

Glenelg wasted little time
imposing itself on the battle
in the second term and when
Justin McConnell goaled five
minutes into the guarter the
Tigers were in [ront.

This term belonged to Jarr-

SUNDAY MAIL

SCOREBOARB

1135 11'.Ir 15,12

3.2

GOALS

Sundgvist 6; McCGonnell, Duldig
3: Gibbs, Wirk, Cranston,
Graham.

BEST

Sundgwist, Gibbs, McConnell,
Muoore, Crankston.

4.5
GOALS
Ellis 8; Archard 3; Davey,
Cupido, Wright 2; Thewlis,

lljicesen, Kenna, Smith, Clarke,
Hruger, Carlile.

BEST
Archard, Ellis, Davey, Clarke,
Kenna, Neagle, McGlone.

96 17.11 24.13

GLENELG: Smith {foot): Backwell reporied for allegedly charging.
SOUTH: Warren (knee) replaced in selected side: King (concussion)
thplduelj in sels..:‘l;ec.. mﬂe. Cupmn reunrted fn::r aHegeuly struhlng :

ad Sundqgvist. In his previous
nine league games he failed
to register a goal Yet in the
second quarter he nailed five
in an amazing performance.

The Tigers were surer with
their hands, hungrier for the
ball and far more decisive.

Too often the Panthers
stood back and allowed
Glenelg to snatch possession

Several times in the quarter
the Tigers appeared set to
break the game apart only to
have the Panthers, with Rhys
Archard again prominent on
the ball, claw their way back
Into contention.

Having Kicked the final two
goals of the first hall, the
Panthers took the momern-
tum into the third quarter to
wrest control.

Glenelg slipped -into a
period of sloppy. ordinary
football while the Panthers’
game kicked into gear.
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The Tigers wasted oppor-
tunities and coughed up
many skills errors and South,
with a lift in intensity and
improved ball use, made
them pay., charging to a con-
vincing 40-point advantage
at three-quarter time.

Earlv in the third period
Panther Damian Cupido ap-
peared to have his number
taken after a scuffle with
O'Connell. Late in the term,
Tigers Brett Backwell was
reported when Josh Thewlis
was knocked to the ground
after a mark.

When Dale Ellis goaled for
South just two minutes into
the final quarter the game
and season was all but over
for Glenelg. Nothing was go-
ing to halt the South charge.

“There are no excuses from
us,” Glenelg coach Mark
Mickan said
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DETAILS

FRIDAY -
NORTH 56 136 1412 2016 (136)
PORT 13 B4 104 16.6 102)
BEST - North: , Wintle, Alleway. Howard, D. Ebast.
M. Campbetl, Gatto, Edwards. Port: M. Clayton, Dolling, Jenner,

. o ;

ﬁéucm%?m; Ladhams 4.3, Younie 4.0, Alleway 2.2,
Howard, 2.1, Hargraves 2.0, Edwards, Bamiord 1.1,
M. Campbell, 0. Ebert 1.0, Wintle 0.2, Gatto 0.1, rushaed 0.4.
Port Poulton 3.1, Jenner, J. Clayton 3.0, M.Clayton 2.0,
Waterhousa, Dolling, Biacsi 1.1, Morrison, Looby 1.0, llett 0.1,
rushed 0.1. _ _

INJURIES - North: Hargraves (back), lvens (broken finger).
Coutter (shoulder), Port: Slanery (corked thigh).

UMPIRES - D. Joyce, T. Pleffer, R. Williams.

SATURDAY
SOUTH as 9.6 1711 2413 im‘r}
GLENELG 32 105 1.7 1632 (108)

BEST - South: Archard, Eliis, Davey, Clarke, Kenna, Neagle,
McGlone. Glenelg: Sundgwist, Gibbs, McConnell, Moore,
Crankston. :

SCORERS - South: Ellis 8.2, Archard 3.1, Davey 2.1, Cupido,
Wright 2.0, Thewlis 1.3, ljcesen 1.1, Kenna, Smith, Clarke,
Kruger, Carlile 1.0, Twomey,. Sampson 0.1, rushed 0.3, Glenelg:
Sundgwist 6.1, McConnell 3.2, Duldig 3.1, Gibbs, Kirk 1.1,
Cranslon, Graham 1.0, Rogers 0.2, Yeomans, Sellar 0.1, rushed
02

INJURIES - South: Warren (knee) and King (concussion),
replaced in selected side. Glenalg: Smith (foot).

REPORTS - South: Cupido, for all by siriki G'Gﬂﬂl}ﬂﬂ
in the third quarter. Glenelg: Backweil, for all ly charging
Thewiis.

UMPIRES = 7. Dey, C. Doddridge, G. Fila

CROWD - 1992 al Adelaide Owal.

YESTERDAY
EAGLES 2.2 7.4 12.6 2010  [(130)
STURT 4.3 5.6 B.10 8.10 (E4)

BEST - Eagles: Lindsay, Jarrad, Powell, Lomas, McKanzie,
Passador, Cooper. Sturt: Feast, Sheedy, Hurley, Rischideth,
Coad, Evans.

SCORERS - Eagles: Passador 5.2, Lindsay 3.0, Rugoio E.d.
McGregor, Shattock 2.0, Grocke 1.2, Powell 1.1, Cooper,
Fiacchi, Symmoans, Cicolgita 1.0, rushed 0.2. Sturt: Chamibers
5.3, Mcleay 2.2, Bufton 1.2, Feast 1.1, Jarjoura, Evans 0.1.

UMPIRES - T. Philp. J. Ralston, C. Rowston.

CROWD - 2161 at Unley Oval.

CENTRAL 54 116 1312 17.16 (118)
WEST 03 58 711 T.16  (58)

BEST - Central: O'Sulivan, Musolino, Slade, Ware,
Sibanaler. L. Westhofi, McCabe. West: Hollands, O'Sullrvan,
Jaques, Dra . Bricknail, Grieger, Piasente.

SCORERS - Central: O'Sullivan 4.2, Cowan 3.2, L. Westhot!
2.2, Ware, Switala 2.1, McKonzie, Wiilson 1.1, Currie, C. Gowarns
1.0, Slade 0.3, McCabe, A Obet 0.1, rushed 0. West: Dragicewic
2.0, Haynes 1.6, O'Sullivan, Wood 1.1, Hutchens, Caire 1.0,
Bonaddio 0.2, Bricknall, Buckley, Barmett, Hollands 0.1, rushed
0.2
INJURIES - Central: Schell (grodn), J. Gowans (knea), R.
Cochrane [hamstrng), withdrew from selected squad. West:

{leg), withdrew from selected sguad.

UMPIRES - C. Bowen, D. Kowal, 5. Hay.

CROWD - 1847 a! Broadspectrum Oval

DRAW

Adeialde Oval, Sunday. Elimination final - South v Port,
12 20pm Qualifying final - Morth v Central, 3.10pm

PREMIERSHIP TABLE

P W L D F A Pc Pis
Eagies 20 16 4 - 2286 1714 57.2 32
Moarth 20 16 4 2443 1983 552 32
Central 20 12 8 2041 1698 546 24
South 20 11 9 2443 1977 552 22
Port 20 11 9 2070 2015 507 22
Glenelg 20 10 10 2282 1973 536 20
Nomwood 20 9 11 1847 2137 464 18
Sturt 20 3 17 1681 2703 383 6
West 20 2 18 1599 2476 392 4
LEADING GﬂAI.I(H.‘:KEHE
Total
(Eagles) 52 74.44
{Sturt) 53 69.43
(South) - 61,23
(South) 2.0 55.27
(Part) 1.1 48.31
RESERVES

40 144 1913 2514 (164

3.2 6.3 8.6 12.8 {80

4.5 2.7 1210 1513 103

3.3 6.8 813 1418 100

tither reaulta: North 12.11 (83) d Por 6.9 (45), Glenel
19,11 (125) d South 18.8 (116). Ladder: Norh 30, Homn-og
28, Wast 22, Glenelg 20, Eaglas 21, South, Central 18, Port

15, Sturt 12
UNDER-19
South 17.% (111) d Glenelg 13.13 (91). BEST - South:
McHamara, Jones, Denton, Sk Garrnlt Pe&hLSGISouﬂfg
Kellock, Treloar, Sulkach, C
Corstens 3, Lao, Robimson, Hultr'umm James 2, Skrypa
Mcalster, Fallock, Tu'rr 2

Rilay, Hamnch, Mchamara. Glensig:
Minns, Clayson, Ford, Lunniss, rdt, Treloar, O'Grady.

Crthvar regula: 19.21 {13-53 d Sturt 10,10 (T0), West 12,14
(B8] d Contral 7.4 , Port 2510 1160} d Morth 1212 (B4 Leddar:
Wesl 36, Port 32, 28, th 20, Central, Glanaky 16,
Moraood, Norh 14, Sturt 6.

UNDER-17

Qualitying final: Sturl 2515 (165) d Wesl 18.14 (122).
Ellmination final: Eagles 14.13 (97) d Norwood 1013 (73).
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