SANFL

Anthony Barich

NORTH Adelaide em-
phatically cemented top
spot on the ladder by
streamrolling Glenelg at
Prospect Oval yesterday.

Not even heroics from Mat-
thew Clarke could save the
Bavs as the Roosters crept a
game clear of the Eagles, who
had the bye, by winning 15.18
(106) to 9.9 (63).

With senior players flooding
back into the Roosters' side,
the minor premiership is
looking a good thing right
now. But for the Tigers, who
needed to continue their im-
pressive recent record at
Prospect to keep their finals
chances alive, yesterday's ef-
fort was their second-lowest
score of the season.

Only last weekend's 8.11
against Central District was
worse — a worrying sign for
coach Mark Mickan.

Bilgns were ominous early
when North dominated in the
first term, thanks to prolific
Scott Bamford and Heath
Younie.
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The visitors were lucky the
Roosters struggled with the
conditions, more than doub-
ling their scoring shots yet
leading by just three straight
kicks - and the door still wide
open for Glenelg to stroll
through at half-time.

Glenelg made North pay for
its inaccuracy after the first
break, stopping North's flow
through ferocious tackling in
the second term.

Tom Logan, who has grunt
in spades, along with Mark
Ruwoldt, got Glenelg back in
the game in the second half
of the second term through
sheer doggedness.

Clarke became one of the
few SANFL ruckmen to lower
Brett Q'Hara's colours,
dominating the hit-outs
through his tactical nous and
strength, although his
midfielders struggled to take
full advantage due to trying
conditions.

The Bays kept fighting early
in the third, but poor ac-
countability at crucial mo-

Roosters show why they’re No. 1

ments deep In defence - tne
eritical sin that let Central
walk over them last week - let
North kick five goals to one
in the premiership quarter
and it was game over by the
last break.

The Roosters show con-
tinued in the last term with
Bamford, Leigh Ryswyk,
Dean Howard and Matt
Campbell doing as they
pleased.

Glenelg was missing Bryce
Gibbs and James Sellar to
state under-18 duties but had
John Hinge back from injury.
The Bays, while improved
from 2005, are simply below
par when up against top-
three sides at the moment
and are in serious danger of
missing the finals.

Mickan was scathing in his
assessment, saying team
was flattered by the
scoreboard.

“I think we were non-
competitive around the ball
furdmnat of the game,” he
said.

“Even when we E'I:‘T g;lﬁ
game going and got the
into a bit of space, our skill
level was very poor.

“When it was really put to

the players at half-time to
come out with a similar effort
to what they showed in the
last part of the second quar-
ter, we were unable to do it."”

SCOREBOARD

3.7 7.1 12.13 15,16

GOALS
Howard, Kaesler, Younie 3;

Hargraves, Ladhams 2; Gatto,
M. Campbeill.

BEST

Bamford, Youne, Howard,
Ladhams, Wintle, Kaesler,
Ryswyk, M. Campbell.
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Horan, Mules 2; Logan,
Backwell, Clarke, McConnell,
Willits.

McConnell, Backwell, Logan,
Clarke, Logan, Kirk,
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GLENELG: Rogers (virus) replaced by Saunders; Moore (hip!.
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IN TIGHT: North Adelaide's Dean Howard handballs away from Glenelg's
Paul Sherwood at Prospect Oval yesterday. Picture: Morne de Klerk
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GOALS
Rank/Player (R13) Tot
1 Warren (SA)  (5) 42
2 Cupido (S4) (11) 40
3 Paszador (E) ('} .38
3 Chambers (St] (5] 38
5 Haynes [WA) (4] 29
STURT 78 d South 15
WEST 57 d Central 33
GLEMNELG 72 d North 62
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SOUTH 103 d Sturt 32
WEST 101 d Central 54
GLENELG 72 d Morth 58
PORT 47 ¢ Norwood 43

STURT 65 d South 28
WEST 58 d Central 17
GLENELG 62 d Morth 53
PORT 42 d Morwood 17

Gibbs’ star shines brighter

Jackie Epstein

THE rave reviews for Bryce
Gibbs have been justified
after his performances In
this week's under-18 cham-
pionships in Melbourne.

Most recruiters still rank
South Australian Gibbs the
best midfielder available in
this year's draft.

Hawthorn recruiting man-
ager Gary Buckenara said
Gibbs was a genuine foot-
haller.

“He's got a smart footy
brain, uses the ball well and
I don't think there's any
doubts on that,” Buckenara
said.

“He'd have to be close to
first pick. A lot of clubs
would be saying that."

Gibbs and his Glenelg
teammate James Sellar at-
tracted much attention in
the lead-up to the carnival,
but Sellar has had a disap-
pointing week. Others to
emerge as top-spot con-
tenders are West Australian
forward Scott Gumbleton
and Vic Country defender
Lachlan Hansen.

GGlenelg coach Mark
Mickan believes the clubs
which end up with Gibbs or
Sellar can be confident they
have landed a star.

Mickan says both 17-vear-
olds show leadership
qualities and class.

“1 think they are pretly
special players and 1 think
both of them will play a lot
of very good quality AFL
football,” Mickan said.

“1'd expect threm to go early
and my experience tells me
they are right up there with
the two best kids I've seen
previously.

“There's a lot of interest in
both of them, as there should
be. The good thing about
them is they are very mature
people and they show lead-
ership qualities, particularly
in our senior group, even
though thev both have just
turned 17.

“Bryce plays midfield, half-
back, wing, half-forward and
James plays ruck and centre
half-forward at senior level
already.”

Mickan said he had given

Gibbs a variety of roles this
season and he had adapted
well mentally.

Gibbs' father, Ross, played
253 games for Glenelg bul
didn't reach his 200th until
1992.

That means hottom-placed
Essendon is likely to snare
the talented youngster who
was invited into the
Essendon rooms on Friday
night.

‘“Mentally (Gibbs) is very
flexible in that you can give
him a variety of roles from
week to week and even
within a game,” Mickan said.
“He adapts wonderfully well,
which is a tremendouns asset
for him and anv club that he
plavs for.

“{Gibhs and Sellars) not
onlv do that but they also
handle themselves around
the club in a manner which
belies their age. They really
contribute strongly to off-
field meetings.

“There's no sign of shyness
but at the same time there’s
no sign of overconfidence or
arrogance. They're just
really well adjusted people.”
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TEAM P WL For Agst Sr % Pis
NORTH 11 9 2 1340 1064 W3 55.74 18
EAGLES** 11 8 3 1163 970 W6 5452 16
CENTRAL 12 8 4 1168 1030 W5 53.14 16
SOUTH 11 6 5 1285 987 W3 5656 12
PORT* 10 6 4 965 942 L3 50.60 12
Glenelg 12 5 7 1190 1133 L3 5123 10
Norwood®* 11 5 6 975 1116 L1 46.83 10
Sturt 11 2 9 996 1380 L4 4192 4
West 11 1 10 784 1244 L3 3866 2

“Yet to play this round
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SCOREBOARD

.F-'-I' 3

9.1

GOALS

Cupido 11; Warren 5; Neagle 3;
lljcesen 2; Kenna, Twomey,
Davey, Kruger, Handby.

BEST

Cupido, McGlone, Archard,
Kenna, Handby, Smith, Neagle,
Thewlis, Warren, Parry.

153 21.3 265

SOUTH: Nil.
STURT: Squire (hamstring) and Bratton (wrist) withdrew from selected
squad.

Moarlunga Oval, 1099
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GOALS
Chambers 5; Paley 3;
Weatherald 2.
BEST

Colreavy, Rischbieth, Wilson.

Umpires: Umpires: D. Joyoce, ). Ralston, R. Williams.
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GOALS GOALS
Slade 2; Schell, O'Sullvan, Haynes 4; Dragicewic.
Graham, Stengle, McCabe.
BEST BEST

Slade, Schell, J. Westhoff,
C. Gowans, McCabe, McKenzie,
Thomas.

Haynes, Walsh, Ezard, Slattery,
Piasente, Dragicevic, Glover,

CENTRAL: |. Gowans (strained toe ligaments), Graham (hamstring).
WEST: O'Sullnvan (bruised nbs); Bonaddio reported by umpire Carey for

alleg
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edly charging McCabe during the fourth quarter.

TEARAWAY: On-baller Bryce Gibbs (right) eludes Nick Smith

Essendon recruiting man-
ager Adrian Dodoro said
(zibbs was an exceptional tal-
ent.

“Anyone who plays senior

footy at this stage ol his
career, and plavs at a verv
high level, is obviously going
to be a plaver in high de-
mand,” he said.



