Precise West
stuns Tigers

Warren Partland

WEST Adelaide’'s season of
turmoil was yesterday cast
aside with an emphatic
4l-point triumph over
Glenelg at Adelaide Owal.
The Bloods were simply
outstanding, vindicating the
club's brave decisions at the
selection table with a per-
formance reminiscent of
those which swept it into the
2003 Grand Final
" In contrast the Tigers were
pathetic, with an eight-goal
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up many mistakes and con-
stantly having the ball taken
from thern at the stoppages.
The West players threw
themszelves into the fray, en-
sured numbers at the contest
and operated as an efficient
unit.

There was no secret in the
Bloods' game - just attack
the confrontation and put
pressure on the Tigers. And
when they secured pos-
session they went long and
direct, looking for full for-
ward Nicholas Prokopec.
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Bays coach deflects sack
talk as pressure mounts

WARREN PARTLAND

BESIEGED Glenelg coach
Peter Simmons wants to
fulfil his two-year deal with
the club and remain at the
helm next season.

While poor form and
player disharmony have
sparked rumours about
Simmons' future at
Brighton Road, the first-
year league coach is ada-
mant he can do the job.

Speculation he was in
danger of being sacked has
been further fuelled by the
Tigers' woeful effort against
bottom side West Adelaide
on Saturday. Asked whether
he was confident in his
ability to do the job in the
aftermath of the 41-point
defeat, Simmons said “ab-
solutely, no doubt”.

“You question everything
after days like that and after
a season like we have had,”
Simmons said. “We have gnt
reasonable personnel.

“South wouldn't be in a
different situation to what
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we are. You feel pressure
regardless of whether you
are coaching the under 17's,
amateur league or whatever.

“If you are winning you
don't feel pressure, things
are going swimmingly and
you think you are a genius.
If you are losing in the under
17's or amateur league it is
the same (as league). You
can't think about everything
else other than what you are
doing from a week to week
basis.

“The club is going to do
whatever it thinks is the
right thing - there is no
point worrying about it.”

The club yesterday
backed Simmons with chief
executive Darren Chandler
saying he had a two-year
contract. It is believed as
many as six players, includ-
ing dual club champion Billy
Neely, Heath Culpitt and
Brett Backwell, could leave
the club if Simmons stays in
the role despite all being
contracted for next season.
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Bays give Simmons the sack

ANDREW CAPEL

PETER Simmons has
been sacked as Glenelg
coach - just nine
months into a two-year
contract.

The Tigers yesterday
made the agonising de-
cision to severe ties
with their eighth coach
in the past 15 years
after an inglorious
season whieh has
netted just six wins in
18 rounds.

Assistant and re-
serves coach Tony Bur-
gess, who played at
West Adelaide and
Collingwood, will take
over from Simmons as
caretaker coach until
the end of the season.

His role as reserves
coach is to be tempor-
arlly fillled by reserves
assistant Stephen Carr.

Simmons' axing
comes amid specu-
lation of a player revolt
at Brighton Rd had he
fulfilled his contract

100 The Advertiser

www.theadvertiser.com.au

and stayed for another
year. It is understood
as many as eight
players, including gun
trio Billy Neely,
Glenelg's best and
fairest winner in the
past two years, Brett
Backwell and Heath
Culpitt would have quit
the club if Simmons
had stayed. Glenelg
chief executive Darren
Chandler denied the
players had anything to
do with Simmons’
sacking, saying the
1987 North Adelaide
premiership player
paid the price for an
“‘underperforming
season’’

“We believe we have
a very good list which
has underperformed,”
Chandler said of his
eighth-placed team,
adding Simmons' con-
tract would be paid
out. “It is not a decision
we wanted to make but
it was in the best inter-

ests of the footy club.
We needed to get far
more organised and
play more consistent
footy.” It is understood
Simmons, who was a
part-time coach, had
trouble juggling his
coaching and work
commitments, which
contributed to his fall-
out with the playing
group.

Simmonsis the eighth
Glenelg coach, with
Kym Hodgeman (1991-
92), Mark Williams
(1993-94), Tony
Symonds (1995-986),
Wayne Stringer (1997),
Tony McGuinness
(1998-2000), Brenton
Honor (2001-02) and
David Noble (2003-04),
to depart since Graham
Cornes led the team to
a grand final in 1880,

Glenelg terminated
Simmons’ services now
— rather than at the end
of the year - so it could
get an early start on
finding a replacement.
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