We’re close: Noble

By PAUL KERMODE

LENELG coach
David Noble
pledged his side
was close to
knocking off one of the top
teams in the competition,
having pushed ladder-
leading West Adelaide to
the brink at Glenelg Oval
on Saturday.

The Tigers hit the front
22 minutes into the second
term and still were on level
terms when impressive
first-gamer Matthew
Duldig snapped a behind
at the 20-minute-mark of
the final quarter. But, as
has become something of
a recurring theme against
the better sides in the
competition this year, the
Tigers were unable to fin-
ish off in the final quarter.

Two critical turnovers in
the final stanza led to West
goals, the Bloods celebrat-
Ing a famous two-point
victory which extended
their winning streak to a
club record-equalling 10.

While the disappoint-
ment in the rooms was
palpable after Saturday’s
loss, Noble said the fact
Glenelg was pushing the
top sides in the league -
after seasons marked by
massive losses - augered
well for the club.

“We understood where
we were at the beginning
of the year, that we've got
to be able to mateh it with
those guvs,” he said.

“Sooner or later when
you match it like we did
today, you're going to bowl
them over. I think for our
supporters and members,
they've got to hang tough
a bit. You speak to a fair
few people around the
place that are in the know,
they know where we are
going. Our footy is in good
shape, there's no doubt.
These guys are hurting as
much as anyone I've been
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Conaldson, Tuck, Rutten,

Duldig. Kruager (back).
LMPIRES - J. Brown
CROWD -

involved with because
they're genuine in their
attempts to get better.”
The Tigers, despite
missing big men Matthew
Manfield and late with-
drawal Brad Smith and
having ruckman Josh
Krueger sitting on the
bench with a back injury
in the second half, had a
system that had the
Bloods on the back foot.
Glenelg's tackling and
intensity was first-rate and
it was only when West
made a concerted effort to
match that in the second
half, led by the likes of
Ryan Ablett and Paul Kou-
louriotis, that it hauled it-
self back into the game.
That the Bloods were
able to do so despite hav-
ing Ed Richardson, Ben
Marsh and Salim Hassan
withdraw from a selected
side already missing Dean
Howard from the line-up
which defeated the Eagles
last round speaks volumes
for the spirit and character
of Shaun Rehn's squad.
*I actually find it quite
exciting in a way when we
do get injuries because it
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| SCOREBOARD
ST 12 13 4]

BEST - Westi: Koulouriotis, Bradshaw, Ablett, Slattery, Dabrowskl,
Glenelg: Moore,
Schuback, M. Raidis, Culpitt, Duldig, Sherwood.

SCORERS - West: Bradshaw 5.0, Ablett 2.0, Dabrowski, Myles 1.1,
Rutten, Slattery 1.0, Koulouriotis 0.3, Charles, Malinovski, Rattley
0.1, rushed 0.4. Glenelg: Schuback 5.2, Duldig 3.2, Ahmat 1.1,
Culpitt 1.0, Hicholas 0.2, Cranston, Sherwood 0.1, rushed 0.1

INJURIES - West: Hassan (general soreness), Richardson (ham-
string) and Marsh (general soreness), replaced in selected side by
Rattley, Malinovski and Slattery,
(Power), replaced in selected side by Higgine, Smith replaced by
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Neely, Backwell,

Norman (back). Glenelg: Salopek
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gives us a chance to play
the lads that are going to
be long-term plavers for
this club,” Rehn said.
“They haven't let us down
yet, not one of them.”
The game marked Jacob
Schuback’s first hit-out
against West, the club that
released him to allow him
a better chance to further
his AFL aspirations by
playing league football.
It was a move that
almost. cost West two
oints, as Schuback was a
ivewire in the Glenelg for-
ward line, booting five
goals. Rehn, however, did
not second guess his de-
cision to let Schuback go
to the Tigers.
“He left with the bless-
ings of our club,” he said.
“You can see on what he
did today that Schuback
needs to play league foot-
ball to give his career every
chance at the next level
“*I1t's very hard to
swallow yvour pride and let
a player of that calibre go
but at the end of the day
he's playing league footy.
“He have won the
& off his own boot but
hat's footy, isn't it?"
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SO TIGHT: West's Jason Porplyzia is tackled by five-goal Tiger Jacob Schuback. INSET: Upset Glenelg
coach David Noble and reserves coach Jon Symonds after the siren. Pictures: CAMERON RICHARDSON
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Central v Eagles

NAP Oval, Elizabeth

CENTRAL 3.6 412 8.15 10.18 (78)
Eagles 3.0 52 64 96 (60)

BEST — Central: Hay. Slade. C Gowans. Scoullar, J. Gowans,
Switala, Steinberner, Thomas, Healy. Eagles: Skipworth, Powell
Hentschel, Passador, Lindsay, McLoughlan

SCORERS — Central: J Gowans, Cowan 3.2, Coulter, Switala,
Sansb 1.1. McKenzie 10, C Gowans 0.3, Amoft 0.2, Healy,
Walton, Krieg, Bello, Slade 0.1, rushed 0.1. Eagles: Passador 4 1,
E+E1~r‘!tsﬂhal 2.2, Niemann, Skipworth, Ellis 1.0, Bock. Rugolo. Inkster

INJURIES — Central: Arnott (thigh), Slade (shoulder), Currie (ankle).
Eagles: Frewen (groin) replaced in selected team by Joe Pedler,
Mathews (driver)

UMPIRES — D. Wnght. T. Phieffer, C Doddndge.
CROWD — 2892

Glenelg v West

Glenelg Oval

WEST 50 62 75 11.12 (78)
Glenelg 23 7.5 10.7 11.10 (76)

BEST — West: Koulouriotis. Bradshaw, Ablett, Slattery, Dabrowski,
Donaldson, Tuck, Rutten. Glenelg: Moore, Neely. Backwell,
Schuback, M. Raidis, Culpitt, Duldig, Sherwood.

SCORERS — West: Bradshaw 5.0, Ablett 2.0, Dabrowski, Myles 1.1,
Rutten, Slatt 1.0. Koulounotis 0.3, Charles, Malinovski, Rattley 0.1
rushed 0.4. G mel%: Schuback 5.2, Duldig 3.2, Ah Mat 1.1, Culpitt
1.0, Nicholas 0.2, Cranston, Sherwood 0.1, rushed 0.1

INJURIES — West: Hassan (general soreness). Richardson (ham-
stnng) and Marsh (general soreness) replaced in selected side by
Rattley, Malinovski and Slattery. Norman (back) Glenelg; Kreuger
(back)

UMPIRES — J Brown, D. Ryan, M. Johnston

CROWD — 2583

South v Norwood

Noarlunga Oval

SOUTH 8.0 115 18.9 22.11 (143)
Norwood 25 49 7.9 10.10 (70)

BEST — South: Bradley, Warren, Davis, Doughty, Newberry, Hall,
Parker, Webb Norwood: Tamiin, Gallagher, James, Verco, McEntee

SCORERS — South: Warren 6.1, 4.0, Davis 2.2, Bennett,
Tregenza 2.1, Walton 2.0, Mills, Doughty 1.1, Cotton, Kruger 1.0
Love 0.3, rushed 0.1. Norwood: Verco 3.0, McEntee 2.1, Cunmingham
1.2, Bartermucci, Gallagher 1.1, Darmels, Tambin 1.0 Yerbury 0.2
Bratton 0.1, rushed 02

INJURIES — Norwood: Knights (shoulder)
UMPIRES — D Kowal G Symons C. Rowston
CROWD — 1305

North v Sturt

Prospect Oval

STURT 52 9.3 14.7 18.12 (120)
North 31 51 7.3 76 (48)

BEST — Stunt: Graham, Weatherald, Mattner. Neison, Maloney. Kiun
Howman. Wicks, Smith. North: Bamford McGahey Sutherland
James, Herbert

SCORERS — Sturt: Chambers 3.1, Bevendge 3.0, Weatherald 2 3
White, Klun, Maloney 2.0, Nelson 1.2 Sheedy 1.1. Feast. Cooper
10 Graham Howman 01, rushed 03 North: Hargraves 32
Bamford 1.2 James. Wintle, B White 1.0, Leal, Dawis 01

INJURIES — Sturt: Squire (corked thegh) replaced in selected side
by Dent Mattner (cut head) North: Morgan (knee)

UMPIRES — T Dey K Broadbndge A Meade
CROWD — 2244
P W L D For Agst % Pts
WEST 13 12 1 0 1431 970 5960 24
CENTRAL 13 10 3 0 1545 845 6464 20
STURT 13 B 5 0 1232 938 56.77 16
EAGLES 13 7 6 0 1139 1092 51.05 14
Port 13 6 7 0 1348 1316 5060 12
Norwood 13 § 7 1 1073 1261 4597 11
South 14 4 9 1 1226 1712 41.73 9
Glenelg 13 4 9 0 1019 1229 45.33 8
North 13 1 10 2 990 1640 37.64 4
SANFL goalkickers
P R14 Total
D. Bradshaw (WA) 11 0 53
D. Hargraves (NA) 12 1 35
R Tregenza (SA) 12 0 32
P. Evans (PA) 12 F 4 31
B. Beinke (PA) 12 3 29
M. Passador (E) 12 3 28
B. Chambers (St) 10 1 28
R. Neill (Nwd) 10 0 27
J. Gowans (CD) 12 4 27
C Gowans (CD) 12 S 26
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