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SANFL DETAILS

Blues

By DAVID BURTENSHAW

Sturt, anchored to the bot.
tom of the SANFL premier-
ship table for the past eight
seasons, is poised to play in
its first finals series since
1988,

The decade of despair finally
appears over for the Double
Blues, who were on the brink of
extinotion until & bold rescue
plan united long-suffering sup-
porters before the 1996 season.

Filth-placed Sturt’s stunning
26-point win over Central District
al Adelaide Owval on Saturday
prised open a three premiership
point-break over chief rival West
Adelaide, which lost to ladder
leader Norwood after holding a
narrow half-time advantage.

“We've beets around the mark
all season but to beat a top three
side was a feather in our cap,”
delighted Sturt coach Phil Car-
man said after Saturday’s upset.

"t's something we haven't
been able to do often and should
give the players plenty of confi-
dence for the rest of the season "

Sturt, which won =seven
premierships between 1966-76,
has not played in the finals since
1888 when it linished fifth under
Merv Keane,

That was Keane's last season
as coach — and Sturt has since

closer to
ending finals exile

LIVING HEALTH CUP SEASON

W L D F A P.c. Pis
Norwood 13 2 - 1536 Ba6 64,21 26
Part 11 3 1 1303 1158 k2492 23
Cantral 14 5 - 1577 1080 28,35 20
Morth 8 5 1 1215 1075 k3.06 17
Surt L T 2 1138 1266 47,34 14
Wast 5 9 1 1184 1249 4866 11
Glenalg 4 10 1 1070 1621 39.76 2]
South 3 10 2 1015 1404 471 .87 B
Eagles 3 12 - 1074 1397 43 46 B

THIS WEEK'S DRAW

Round 18 = Saturday: Sturt v South (Adelaide), Central v West (Elizabath), Eagles
¥ Morth (Woodwilla), Glanedy v Morwood (Glenaly). Bye: Port,

claimed eight consecutive
wooden-spoons under the leader-
ship of Rick Davies (19308}, Kevin
Higgins (1990), Steven Trigg
(91-92), Haydn Bunton (93-94)
and Carman.

The Double Blues did not win
g8 game in Carman's first segson
— prompting the search for a
merger partner — and then won
just four games last vear after a
promising start,

Sturt, with six wins and two
draws from 15 outings, plays
South Adelaide, Port Adelaide,
Morth Adelaide, Glenelg and
West over the rest of the minor
round.

West ifive wins, one draw,

faces Central, North, the Eagles,
Glenelg and Sturt but coach
Mi.clmgl Taylor will not concede
his side 1s out of the race: "It's
not all lost — there are five

ames to go and anything can
]gmp]:len In five games. Who
knows? Sturt might lose against
Glenelg. And we do play Sturt in
the last minor round.”

Sturt's win also has added life
to the fight for top three rank-
ings. Norwood appears to have
the minor premiership in control
but Central and, to a far lesser
extent Port, are under pressure
from North.

Glenelg's slim finals hopes
faded ewven further yesterday
when it lost to South by 23 points

at Moarlunga Owal.

Determined Applegarth calls for more consistency

Panthers find
hope for future

By DOUG ROBERTSON

A solid performance lifted South
Adelaide from the bottom of the
SANFL ladder and reignited hope for
the future with a 23-point victory over
a wasteful Glenelg at Noarlunga Oval
vesterday.

South's 14,12 196) was its highest score
this season, denying Glenelg — 11.7 (73) —
after the Tigers looked to have a genuine
opportunity to over-run the home side and
revive their dim finals hopes.

Glenelg turned for home trailing by 28
points, with the boost of a five-goal wind.
But the sloppy Tigers self-destructed with
poor ball skills and a drop in intensity to
remain languishing in seventh spot, five
premiership points outside the five with
five games to play.

Lack of & strong-marking forward and
South's cool-headed defence restricted

term, South maintained a vigorous attack
on body and ball to force crucial turnovers
South has yet to win consecutive games this
season something the demanding Apple-
garth impressed on his players.

“1 displayed not many congratulatory
things after the game, it was more a bollock-
ing,"” he said. “A number of occasions this
year we've let the club down badly after a
strong effort like this and I can't accept
anything but that ... it's been the consist-
ency of our inconsistency that's worrying
me. We'll keep changing things around to
find the right mix and we'll keep going until
we get it right.

“1 thought it was a bit different (yester-
day} with Crennen in the centre and his
competition was terrific — we didn't have
that last week — and having a class forward
like Farkas made a big difference.”

Glenelg looked dangerous in an attacking
third term into the wind when Ottens, Nick

Glenelg all day but was especially costl Chigwidden. Dw Kr
when the Tigers kicked with the wind. g Hﬂ:ﬁimdmﬂsmartgﬂrrigrﬁnimﬁzﬁ
Glenelg took 10 marks in the second term g oot = ;

and _!1..151: seven in the last while South's
backlines, headed by Duncan Draper,
Ashley Fernee and Kym Cobb, repeatedly
intercepted the Tigers’ ill-directed forward
bombardment.

Ruckman Simon Crawshay, who battled
hard t & competitive Luke Ottens,
regularly dropped p into defence to
further press South’s aerial dominance.
Crawshay felt the sting of coach Ken
Applegarth's determination by being
benched for most of the third quarter for
“not following instructions"”.

Powerful Panther half-forward Jason
MeCartney (1.1), slip goalsneak Julian
Farkas (5.1}, and David Stoeckel (3.1) were
willing ets for South’s hard-running on-
ballers. n the Panthers’' forward bea-
cons did not dictate proceedings Gary
Cameron, Nathan Genovese — in an un-
usual role on a wing — rookie centreman
Tony Crennan or follower Luke Norman
chipped in.

Apart from a worrying lapse in the third
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Thirteen-game rookie Michael Raidis
effectively tagged John Polkinghorne out of
the e for three gquarters and John
Rombotis (4.0) and Leigh Tudor (3.1), who
came in as a late lacement for Josh
Contin, provided h hes for South.

Glenelg came within 15 points when
Grant Reubenicht goaled almost 20 min-
utes into the final term but its blundering
style soon sabotaged its ambitions, leaving
coach Wayne Stringer angry.

“Simple turnovers cost us a game of footy
and until we clean that up we're never going
to be a force,” he said. “We ran the footy
in the third quarter and didn't turn it over
then but just blasted it in, in the last
quarter.

“We've just got to keep finding the right
blokes we want to persevere with next year.
We may look at two or three new ones and
start rebuilding for next year. We'll just
reward the boys who want to stand up and
have a go."”
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BEST — Norwood: Harvey, Jan‘n—a;'!;. Bowman, Downsborough,
McCormack, Thiessen, Pitt, Rowe, O'Brien. West: Banik, Walsh,
Jones, Green, Edwards, Parker, Nathan. ;

SCORERS — Norwood: Harvey 4.0, Rowe 2.2, Smart, Molloy 2.1,
Wast 1.1, Jarman 0.3, Clements 0.2, Downsborough 0.1, rushed 0.4,
Waeast: Nathan 2.0, Mellor 1.1, Banik, E. Richardson, Woosnam, Barrett,
Symes 1.0, Walsh 0.1, rushed 0.1.

INJURIES — West Gilbert (hamstring), Barrett (thigh).

UMPIRES — R. Baettridge, M. Humphreys, T. Pfeitfer.

CROWD - 2000 at Norwood Oval.

BEST ON GROUND = Anthony Harvey (Morwood).

TOP TEAM MAN — Lachlan an (Norwood).

South 73 B.8 129 14.12 (96)
Glenelg 2.1 54 8.5 17 (73)

BEST — South: Fernee, McCartney, Draper, Cameron, Farkas,
Mills, Crawshay. Glenelg: Burke, Rombotis, Raidis, Tudor, L. Ottens,
Viska, Kretschmear

SCORERS — South: Farkas 5.1, Stoackel 3.1, Cameron 2.1, Milis
1.2, McCartney, Keam 1.1, Norman 1.0, Genovese,. Fernee, 0.1, rushed
0.3. Glenelg: Rombotis 4.0, Tudor 3.1, Gepp 2.1, Scripps. Reubenicht
1.0, Burke 0.2, Chigwidden, 0.1, rushed 0.2.

INJURIES — South: Murton (thigh), Harwood (knock to head).
Glenelg: Thornborrow (knee) replaced by L. Ottens, McLean (back),
th {shouldar).

PIRES — R. Wilhams, C. Rowston, D. Kowal

CROWD - 2016 at MNoarlunga Oval.

BEST ON GROUND - Ashley Fernae (South).

TOF TEAM MAN - Michaal Raidis (Glenaig).

Port 1.2 3.5 8.8 8.15 89
Eagles 0.1 4.4 7.8 a1 59
BEST - Port: Chaimers, Higgins, Ambrose, Fiagert, Carr.

McGuinness. Eagles: Rogers, Lam
Pearce, Hall.

SCORERS — Port: Tredrea 2.2, Higgins 2.1, West, Borlase 1.3,
Shaw 1.2, Chaimers, McGuinness, LETndarum. Ginevar, Hodges
0.1, rushed 0.1. Eagles: M. Kluzek 3.0, Lambert 2.0, C. Kluzek 1.2
Ugrinic, Higgins 1.1, Ziedler, McLure, Colville 0.1, rushed 0.4,

INJURIES ~ Port: Anderson (driver), Northeast (mild concussion).
Eagles: Dillon (hnger).

REPORTS — Brett Mancini (Eagles) for alleged misconduct.

UMPIRES — K. Chambers, C. ridge, D. Ryan

CROWD - 3231 at Alberton Owal.

BEST ON GROUNMD — Bratt Chalmars anq:l.

TOP TEAM MAN - Steven Hall (Eagles).

rt. McLure. Higgins, Colville.

Sturt 1.1 2.4 1.5 13.7 (85)
Cantral 2.2 2.7 6.10 a.11 (59)
BEST — Sturt Pitura, Standhbeld, Feast. Atkinson, Robinson,

Farguson, Powell, Weatharald. Judd. Central: MacGowan. Hulm,
Lockwood, Damal.

SCORERS — Sturt: Standheld 6.1, Burton 2.0, Judd White 1.2
Ahchee 1.1, Ferguson, Irvin 1.0, Weatherald 01 Central: Lockwood
2.4 Hicks 2.1, Stevens, Dew. Hulm 1.1, MacGowan 1.0, Lea. Demas:
Chambars 0.1 _

INJURIES — Sturt Soderstrom (loot). Central: Conway (back)

UMPIRES — G. Inge, D. Woodcock, J. Schmitt

CROWD - 2685 al Adelaide Oval.

BEST ON GROUND - Mark Piura (Sturn)

TOP TEAM MAN — Barry Standfigld (Sturt)

LEADING GOALKICKERS

Club Rd 16 Total
4 West iNnrwood) 1 34 20
B. Parker (North) — 33.30
J. Cotton (Cantral) 0 3218
G. Molloy (Norwood) 2 30.12
P. McGuinness (Port) 1 29.18

RESERVES
South 1.1 B3 106 17.10 (112)
GI'IM-H 1.4 2.5 7.10 11.11 {77

BEST — South: Carpentar, Quinn, Pyman, Podger, Bryna, Rayn,
Baxter. Glenelg: Pearce, Contin, Eagle. Salievic, Ridgway.

GOALS — South: Porter 5. Ryan, Podger 3, Quinn, Mahoney 2,
C. Draper, Prescott. Glenelg: Caldow 3, Eagles, Contin 2, King, Rowse,
Bury, Puccini.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Morwood follower Anthony Harvey has continued his re-
markable charge at leader Danny Morton in the Advertiser
SANFL Player of the Year Award.

Harvey, who missed the first 10 rounds because of a
fractured wrist, has polled in six of his seven matches and
another best afield etfort on Saturday lifted his total to 13.

South v Gleneig

Ashley Fernee (South) .................... R 3

Alistair Burke (Glenelg)............. ... ... ... ... 2

Jason McCartney :Suuth;........._........-.... ersrasarasampararmannsasnsans ]
turt v Port

Mark Pitura (Sturt)........................ ... 3

Barry Standfield (Sturt).... ... .. .. . 2

Simon Feast (Stwrt) .........ooovviveiverinn 1

Norwood v West

Anthony Harvey (Norwood) . 3

Andrew Jarman (Norwood).. . 2

Lachlan Bowman {(Norwood) 1
Port v Eagles

Brett Chalmers (Port) . i K

Andrew Rogers (Eagles) 2

Coray Lambert (Eagles) . . VS e e, 1
LEADERS — 16: Damel Morton (North), 13: Anthony Harvay
(Norwood); 11: Troy Lehmann (North), Simon Feast (Sturt), 10:
Andrew Jarman (Norwood). 9: Garry Mcintosh (Norwood), Tim
Cook, Rick Macgowan (Central), Justin Scripps (Glenelg). Brode
Atkinson (Sturt), 8: Wayne Thornborrow (Glenelg). Corey Lam-
bart (Eagles), T: Daniel Hulm (Central), Anthony Bank (Wes!)
Gawvin Colville (Eagles), & Pl McGuinness, Tim Ginaver (Port)
Luke Morman (South), Seamus Moloney (Sturt). Troy Bond
(Part)y Andrew Rogers (Eagles)
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GRIP TIGHTENS ... Glenelg's Grant Reubenicht puts the squeeze on
Tony Crennan as the South Adelaide player tries to break clear.

Pictura: RAY TITUE.




