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5 FOOTBALL

SANFL SCOREBOARD

Adelaide Oval

CENTRAL
Sturt 50 8.1 122124 (76

BEST — CENTRAL: Lee, MacGowan, Conway,
Schaefer, Wynd, Flood, Haraida. STURT: Fitura,
Atkinson, Lennon, May, Feast, Judd.

SCORERS — EENTHIL: Conway 5.3, Flood 4.3, Wynd
4.0, Cotton 3.2, Cook, Balkwill 1,0, Stevens, MacGowan,
Potter 0.1, Rushed 0.1. STURT: Dennis 3.2, Atkinson,
Judd, White 2.0, Hall, Lennon, Geddes 1.0, Hicks, Feast
0.1.

UMPIRES — Mick Abbott, Mark Barnett, Justin Schmitt.

Football Park

PORT 42 63 125 156 (96)
West 40 73 96 139 (87)

BEST — PORT: Brown, Poole, Wilson, Hodges, Mead,
McGuinness, Fiagert. WEST: Dempsey, Mcluckie,
Barratt, Walsh, Simister, hill.

SCORERS — PORT: Hodges 6.0, Bamford, Wilson 2.0,
Carter, Tredrea, Francis, McGuinness, R. Smith 1.1,
rushad 0.1. WEST: Coghill 3.2, Woosman, Simister 2.1,
MclLuckie 2.0, Barrett, Dempsay, Brebner 1.1, Andriske
1.0, Godden, Mellor 0.1,

INJURIES — PORT: Leys (hip). WEST: Banik (knock to
head}

UMPIRES — David L

i, Michae! Avon, Garry Wyld

Prospect Oval

EAGLES 22 83 134 19.6 (120)
North 24 55 65 97 (61)
BEST — EAGLES: Bailey, Morphett, Sziller, Rogers,

Kluzek, Higgins, Payze, Spehr, Simpson. NORTH:
Nunan, Sanders, Rosenboom, Francou, Phillips. Viney,
Squire.

SCORERS — EAGLES: Morphett 7.2, J. Ki
Kiuzek 2.1, Simpson, Colvilia 2.0, Batley 1.1,
Weidamann, Pesch 1.0, Payze 0.1, NORTH:Squire 3.0,
Walsh 2.0, Logan, Sandford 1.1, Jeffries, Hosenboom
1.0, Francou, Nunan, Garka 0.1, rushed 0.2.
INJURIES — EAGLES: Devine (dislocated shouldar),
Sheldrick (leg), Weidemann (lag).

UMPIRES = Kevin Chambers, Darak Woodcock,
Richard Williams.

sley 3.1,

Noarlunga Oval

SOUTH 26 8.1110.14 13.21  (99)
Glenelg 12 15 57 710 (52)

BEST — SOUTH: Lade, Osborn, Ryan, Murton,
Polkinghorna, Mcintyra. Wittman., GLENELG:
Thompson, Viska, Chigwidden, Read, Aulich.
SCORERS — SOUTH: Knight 3.1, Mcintyre 2.7,
Polki ne 2.1, Osborn 1.2, Lade 1.1, Stoeckel 1.1,
Johnston 1.1, Lamb 1.0, Thram;.l-%nld 1.0, Ryan 0.5,
Cameron 0.1, rushed 0.1. GLENELG: Aulich 3.0, Read
1.2, Bartlett 1.1, Gigney 1.1, Johnson 1.0, Symonds 0.3,
Chigwidden 0.1, Burke 0.1, Hall 0.1. : :
HH%ES — Tim Pfeiffer, Troy Burton, Craig Doddridge.

SANFL ladder

P WLD F A % Pts
CENTRAL 20 15 5 0 1968 1315 59985 30
NORWOOD" 20 15 5 0 1773 1381 56.21 30
PORT 2013 7 0 1928 1491 56.39 26
EAGLES 20 12 8 0 1627 1504 51.96 24
WEST 20 1010 0 1632 1472 5258 20
MNorth 20 812 0 1521 1734 46.73 16
Glenelg 20 713 0 1487 1812 45.07 14
South 20 614 0 1449 1891 43.38 12
Sturt 20 416 0 1350 2145 3880 8
* Bye.

SANFL goalkickers

Games Rd 2l Total

5. Hodges (Port)........ccceeccvenee 18 6 102

A. Reade (Norwood)............... 19 0 60

M. Conway (Central) .............. 16 5 54

S. Simister (West)........ccccccneee 20 1 50

D. Woosnam (West) ............... 18 3 a7

D. Stoeckel (South)................ 20 1 41

D. Flood (Central) ................... 17 4 41

J. Cotton (Central).................. 20 3 40

S. Morphett (Eagles).............. 19 7 39

J. West (G T 18 0 37

J. Cunningham (Morwood)..... Eg g ﬂ

M. Tylor ((Hlenedg)................... 1

G. Mellor (West) ............c.ccooe.. 20 0 29

P. McGuiness (Port) ......c.ce.... 19 1 28

B. Parker (North)..........c..ccommnne 16 i 27

D. Niemann (Eagles)............... 18 0 26

A. Pascoe (Norwood)........c.... 6 0 26

SA crowds
Adelaide Oval .. .. . A .. 3299
Noarlunga Owval. . .-1%7
TR e e . .14.450
SA draw
MAJOR ROUND - : Football Park — Elimin-

tion final (Eagles v West, 12.
:rnnd v F'{nﬂ. 3.2‘.’.‘;11;5

). Qualifying final (Nor-

Reserves J
L R
GLENELG 25 6.6 107 1410 (94)
South 03 25 59 79 (51)

BEST — GLEMELG: Eagle, Copping, Redshaw,
Hallahan, Edwards, A. Wilkinson, Reubenicht. SOUTH:
Nyland, McGuiness, Davis, Burkhardt, C. Draper, Cook,

Cobb, :

EGHLE%EHELE. Copping 4, King 3, Cameron 2,
Shiell, Matthew, Smart, Hallahan, Rouvray. SOUTH:
Burkhardt 2, Sinclair, Cobb, James, Carpenter, Clonan,

Sampson, Bull.

Under 19
GLENELG 75 10.8 13.9 16.11 (107)
South 30 53 73104 (64)

BEST — GLENELG: Goiding, 5. McCulloch, Exton,
Hudson, Rowe, Ottens. SOUTH: Gosden, Tymmons,
Dyer, Johstone, Davey, Scutchings, Taylors.

GOALS — GLENELG:Ottens 5, 5. McCentee 3, Golding,
Zadow 2, Pearce, Jackson, Birmingham, Chambers.
SOUTH: Dyer 4, Tymmons, Kay 2, Whyatt, Adroth.

6.2 11.6 16.8 18.12°(120).

Ben Thompson at work at Adelaide
Packaging Supplies. Picrurs: Meos Masamm

Ben’s
agony,
ecstasy

By Anorew CaPeL

Of the 168 league
footballers who played in
the SANFL yesterday, few
have taken a tougher road to
the top than unheralded
Glenelg rookie Ben
Thompson.

Born with a burst blood vessel
in the back of his head,
Thompson is susceptible to con-
cussion and was knocked out
“more times than I can remem-
ber” as a kid but kept rising from
the turf in his pursuit of playing
league football.

Then, at age 18 and on the verge
of playing league footy for South
{after one year in the under-19s),
Thompson was struck by a
serious bout of glandular fever
and told he might not play foot-
ball again.

Four years later, and with years
of heartbreak and disappoint-
ment behind him, Thompson has
achieved his ambition — rep
resenting the Tigers with distine-
tion at league level 15 times this
SEASOI.

While the cards finally seem to
have fallen his way, this year has
still been a battle with shin splints
costing him four games and re-
sulting in him playing in pain for
most of the year.

“I guess you could say it's been
a rocky road to the top,” said the
easy-going Thompson, who
turned 23 on Wednesday.

“I've had my share of obstacles
to overcome but things are look-
ing up at the moment.”

Relatively unknown at the start
of the season, Thompson joined
Glenelg from Great Southern
League club Willunga and has
developed into one of the
SANFL's most reliable defenders,
taking on and beating bigger and
stronger opponents with his de-
termination and discipline.

A rakimg left-foot kick, he has
been one of the few shining lights
in Glenelg's disappointihg seven-
win season and delighted coach
Tony Swmonds with his attitude
and steady improvement.

Symonds, who coached Victor
Harbor two years ago, was im-
pressed with Thompson when
their sides met in the country
competition and was the one who
persuaded him to try out with the
Tigers.

“I always thought he had a lot
of ability and could make the
adjustment to league ranks”

South

By WarreéN PARTLAND

South Adelaide has finished
the season on a high with a
crushing win over Glenelg at
Noarlunga Oval yesterday.

The Panthers outclassed
Glenelg in all facets of the game
to grab an impressive 47-point
victory, its first over the Bays in
three clashes this season.

Both sides will now pack the
boots away for the summer,
South with fond memories of an
outstanding team display in the
final minor round and Glenelg
with a poor performance to end
a disappointing season.

South's victory was established
in the ruck with Brendon Lade,
linked to Port Power, supremely
dominant. The promising young-
ster got his hands first to most of
the ruck contests as well as con-
trolled the aerial duals.

His prominence provided the
spri for his smaller team-
mates who took advantage of the
numercus opportunities.

Andrew Osborn, & high pos-
session winner all season, Chris
Wittman and Matthew Battams
gave the side plenty of drive while
Mark Ryan, small in statue but
big in-heart, was gxtremely dam-
aging.

The constant forward thrusts
were accepted by Peter MclIncyre
across centre half forward,
although he wasted his chances
and finished with two goals and
seven points,

In fact, if not for poor kicking
at goal the game would have been
an embarrassment for the Bays
with South kicking 13 goals and
21 points. Ryan was among the
most guilty with five points but
it is difficult to-be critical con-
sidering his enormous work eth-

poor Bays
Glenelg 7.10 (52)

sinks

with Brenton Harris, Trent
Mills, Duncan Draper and
Phillip Murton solid per-
formers.

Crow Mark Viska and Ben
Thompson were hard work-
ing contributers for Glenelg
in defence but any attacking
efforts by the Tigers were
thwarted by the lack of a
dominant forward.

After leading by just 10
points at the first change,
South set up the win with a
powerful second quarter dis-
play. John Polkinghorne was
again devastating, his tire-
less efforts a bonus for team-
mates willing to accept his
handouts from the bottom
of packs.

Glenelg lacked cohesion
and confidence and with no
productive forward line, it
was unable to find the
answers to a Panther outfit
more committed to finding
BUCORSS,

South was first to the ball,
applied more pressure and
its desire for the two
premiership points was
greater.

Captain Nick Chigwidden,
Darren Read, Kane Johnson
and Alistair Burke all had
their moments.

“Today was important as
the last time we played
them, they embarrassed us,”
South's coach Shane Butler
said. “And I must pay tribute
to David Stoeckel (captain)
in his 250th game. He has
been terrific and has led by
example on and off the

ics around the ground.

field.”

South was also sound in defence

been more pleased with the way
he's played this year. Along with
Alistair Burke (from
Shepparton), he's been the pick of
our recruits.”

Thompson, who wears a helmet
in games to protect him from
concussion, has been pleased
with his debut season and plans
to take his game to the next level
in 1997 — hoping to attract the
attention of some AFL clubs.

He's 23, but, because of his late
start to league football, feels as if
he's a spritely 20-year-old with
plenty of improvement left in
him

“It's every kid's dream to play
in the AFL and I dont think it's
beyond me,” he said.

“T've got a long way to g@ but
I'm confident, with plenggrof hard
work, that I can take the next
step_-!!' .

Thompson spent much of this
season in a back pocket after
playing most of his football with
Willunga as a free-running ruck
rover. He is keen to move further
up the ground next season.

“Playing across the full back
line has been a good learning
experience and given me a step-
ping stone into league football,”
he said.

“But next year, with a good pre-
season behind me, hopefully I can

Willunga and a good job with his
family's Ampol service station
business at Victor Harbor, to
move to Adelaide, where he lives
with team-mate Mark Edwards at
Mitchell Park.

“I didn't want to leave home but
it was the sensible thing to do,”
he said.

“One week, when the team
started to struggle, I made the
journey six times — for training
and team meetings.

“It had become exhausting so I
thought it was in my best
interests to make the move. Hope-
fully it will pay dividends.”

/Height/Weight:
ggh ?3cm/?0kg
Club: Glenelg
Guernsey No: 29
Debut: 1996
Games: 15 Goals: 1
Previo® club: -
Willunga
Honors:

Willunga bestand |
fairest 1995, member |
of five Willunga junior |
premiership sides.

T ;
said. “Ben is a superb jmpress enough to perhaps get a
athlete, well built, has pace, plays -
. chance at half-back, on the ball or
tall, takes a good mark and kicks ¢ paif forward.”
the ball a long way.
Basically he has all the skills  Sodesperate to make a good fist
and athletic ability to be a first- of his foothall Thompson re-
class player and I couldn't have cently left fis home town of
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