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True Bulldog spirit

Central ends losing slump

By ASHLEY HORNSEY

Central District fans :;ran
breathe a little easier.

An 18-point win against Glenel
at Football Park vesterday Endeg
# three-game losing slump and
returned the Bulldogs to second
position. Importantly, with the fi-
nals in mind, the win was achieved
in difficult circumstances.

With five players carrying injur-
ies by half-time and up against a
Glenelg side fighting for its im-
mediate future, the Bulldogh had
tocall on alltheir resources to win.

Central always appeared in con-
trol and yet came perilously close
to losing when Glenelg staged a
last-quarter revival and midway
through the term had reduced a
three-quarter time deficit of 24
points to just five,

But, in the end, Glenelg was
made to pay dearly for wasting
first use of a strong breeze after
looking ing in the openin
minutes with ngs to full fc?:;w
Dean Caldow and Phil MecGuin-
ness.

But then Brian Haraida, Cen-
tral's powerful centre half-back
who was back in the side after
three weeks on the sidelines, took
control. It is no colncidence Cen-
tral lost each of the games Haraida
missed, His presence lifts those
around him and it was only a
matter of time before his co-
defenders tightened up to restrict
Gilenelg's road to g

Haraida was best- anem finish-
ing with 18 kicks, seven mn.rks-and
five handpasses. He tired later as
was to be e ted, but if he
remains fit Central has every
chance of winning its first finals
match since 1972

Haraida was well-supported by
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Scott Stevens (17 kicks, six marks,
10 handpasses), who alternated
between wing and defence, fol-
lower Craig Potter (17, 3, 10} and
Stephen Schwerdt (13, 6, 13) who
created havoc as a rover and later
as a defender.

Central coach Alan Stewart was
pleased with the result

“We had some problems at half
time with injuries but the boys
found a bit in the third term when
they were kKicking into the breeze,”
he said.

“Considering the circumstances
of the day when it was a must win
for Glenelg we were able to find
something after half-time and then
in the final term. It was satislying
but there is still a lot of room for
improvement. That's the import.
ant thing, we can improve.”

Stewart was concerned in the
last quarter when Glenelg got to
within five points but impresed
with the way his side fought back.

He reserved special mention for
full forward Adam Richardson
who had no impact on the game
until the final stages when he
blocked a kick from a Glenelg
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Round 23 — Saturday: North Adelaide v Port Adelaide (Football Park),
Sturt v Central District (Adelaide), Glenelg v West Adelaide (Glenelg).
Bye: South Adelaide, Norwood, Eagles.
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BEST = Central: Haraida, Schwardtl, Stavans, Pottar, Reimears, Cottar,
Wakelin. Glenelg: McGuinness. Stuart, Chigwidden, Rubenicht, Barton.

GOALS — Central: Reimers, Robarson 3.1, Macgo
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defender that resulted in a goal to
Jarrod Cotton.
Moments later he marked and
oaled to make the game safe for
entral.

“It goes to show if you keep at
it you'll get something out of it,”
Stuart said,

“While the game may not have
looked very impressive from out-
side the fence we were glad to get
the two points

Coach Mark Williams said
Glenelg drifted in and out of the
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quarter to get back into the game. : :3' 1

game but he was pleased with the
He th::-urfht poor use of the bhall

way his side battled in the last
in the third term probably cost his
side the points.

“We battled pretty well but,
unfortunately, we turned the ball
over too many times when there

Was No pressure on us at all."
Williams said.

AERIAL DUEL ..

(ilenelg and Central’s Damien Arnold contest a hounce up.
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Haraida takes lead in prestige award

Eagle Jason Szlller, on flre with suc-
cessive  best-on-ground performances,
has lept to third on The Adverfiser
Plaver of the Year leader board.

But his rapld rise has been over
shadowed by Central’s Brian Haralda,
Is the
first to take the lead from teammate

who with three voles vesterday,
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