Port Adelaide
may have paid a
huge price for its
crushing 52—point
victory over Nor-
wood yesterday.

Follower Bruce Aber-
II'EH].F was strelchered
from Football Park mid-
way through the second
term and may have dam-
n;edlm ligaments in his left

s

Club team manager Jim
Nitschke claimed the in-
Jury didn't appear “too
bad" and a full assessment
could not be done until
this morning.

The concern for Aber-
nethy took the shine off
Port's superb perform-
ance, proof that it is a

nuine contender for this

nals series.

Port launched itself to
the top of the ladder, but
this may be only tempor-
ary because Central Dis-
trict clashes with the be-
leaguered West Torrens in

Bruce Abernethy ... knee injury

By ASHLEY
PORTER

the second of a double—
header at Football Park
today.

And Sturt is looming as
A big finals threat.

Its 12—point triumph
over (Glenelg at Adelaide
Oval was described by
Glenelg coach Graham
Cornes as the best match
he had seen this year.

Sturt trailed by 35

ints 40 seconds into the
hird quarter but then
slammed on 10 goals for
the term, a recovery rated
by coach Mervyn Keane as
the club's finest since he
joined it In 1985,

The victory was full of
merit and has placed
tremendous pressure on
Glenelg and Norwood.

Sturt, which was eighth
after the sixth serles, is
now sixth but level with
Glenelg and Norwood on

It was Glenelg's fourth
loss In five weeks and for
the first time this season it
is lower than second.

Bult it also lost four out
of the last five minor
round series last season
and still contested the
grand final

Glenelg, despite yester-
day’'s loss, may still pos-
sess the tenacity and re-
sources to make a similar
comeback.

North Adelaide, which
beat Woodville by 24
points at Woodville Oval,
has moved into third spot
on 17 points.

And the scene is now set
for a superb contest be-
tween North and Port, vic-
tors over Norwood the
past two serles, st Foot-
ball Park this Saturday.

The thirteenth serles
will be completed with
today's double—header,
beﬂnn]n{ with West Adel-
alde v South Adelalde at
12.30 followed by Torrens

Revne 18, 1968

W L D F A  Pts
PORT g 4 0 1390 1199 5369 18
CENTRAL * 8 3 1 1431 1033 5808 17
NOATH B 4 1 1312 1044 5569 17
GLENELG 8 5 0 1477 1094 5745 18
NORWOOD B 5 0 1485 1127 5652 18
Stun B 5 0 1538 1329 5364 16
Torrens * S T 0 1032 1377 4284 10
Woodvilie 4 ® 0 1332 1584 4568 B
West * 3 9 0 1029 1358 4311 6
South * 1 11 0 844 1705 3311 2
" Playing today

Total
54.14
51.30
41.18
39.18
37.15
33.15
31.14
30.19
28.10
27.15
25.1

* Piaying today.

PORT

NORWOOD

BEST —

GOALS —

Football Park

61 86 128 189 (117)
23 58 7.0 911 (65)

PORT: Leslie, Philips, Smith, Foster, Brown,

Haynes, Hamson, Borlase, Delaney. NORWOOD:

Norwood: Hall, Aish, Mcintosh.

PORT: Hyne~ 50, Hamison,

21, Brown, . Smith 1.1, . Johnston,

Kennedy 1.0, Abernethy 0.1, rushed 0.2.
: Payne 3.1, Baime 2.2, R. hhm

2.0, Anderson, Mcheil 1.0, van der Meer 0.3,

0.2, Alsh, Kelly, Mcintosh 0.1.

INJURIES — PORT: B. (left knee

[ amgntﬁsjl. NORWOOD: B. Kia (bruised

shoulder)

3.0, Foster

UMPIRES — M. Abbott, R. Campbefl.

16 points.

v Central at 3.20.

The Sturt rooms at half-time
were engulfed with gloom as
the scoreboard showed
Glenelg leading by 29 points at
Adelaide Oval.

Bome fans may have believed then that
Bturt's bid to make the finals was purely a
fantasy.

But coach Mervyn Keane, although
concermed, had lost no faith in his men. He
told them they needed to work that little
harder if they really wanted to compete on
the same level as the top sides.

It must have been motivating because
Bturt unleashed a magnificent comeback,
an effort which Keane later described as
the club's finest since he had been at the
helm.

Bturt came from 35 points down 40
seconds into the third term to snatch the
lead twice, the second time on the siren at
the 33-minute mark for a three-point lead.

Keane admitted that last year the

layers probably would have thought they

d done enough.

Not this time. They continued fighting
and showed tremendous qualities to win
by 12 points.

In essence, Bturt has grown up. It no
longer considers itself a kid playing with
the big boys. .

Included In yesterday's side were 12
players who were introduced to league
football by Keane,

Maybe, finally, Bturt has escaped from
the Jack Oatey shadow. Iis res
since the seventh series — six vieto —_
could only be attributed to Keane's influ-
ence and a general lift In confidence and
pride throughout the team and club.

Glenelg fans may well say their side lost
because of its long list of injured players
and Peter Carey, who was left in a forward
pocket for most of the day, almost didn't
play because of the 'flu

Bure, it had players out — Craig Buda-
rick, Tony 8ymonds, John Bchneebichler,
Chris Duthy, Wayne Stringer, Craig Wood-
lands and Brett Deane.

But so did Bturt. Missing were Tony
MeCarthy, Peter Daish, Leo Darveniza,
Andrew Downes, David Frost, Chris
McGowan and Andrew Underwood.

The fact was that Glenelg lacked 3turt's

Mighty Sturt
comeback

By ASHLEY
PORTER

enthusiasm, pace and class when the
Eumiilg was tough in a desperate second

The magnificent contest, highlighted by
some strong marking, superb tackling and.
excellent team play from both sides, was
reminiscent of Sturt’'s golden days.

Carey's {ll health saw Glenelg coach
Graham Comes use Gary Christie in ruck
most of the time.

The plan worked as well as it could as
Christie was competitive, especially in the
first half, and Carey took some fine marks
and kicked three goals.

Bturt was able to recover because its big
men, Damian Kitschke and David
Reynolds, had a greater influence in the
second half.

This allowed the likes of and Scott
Russell, Carl Dilena, Scott Field and John
Paynter to have more opportunities, until
the whole team believed it was near
invincible.

Bturt, llke Glenelg, worked extremely
hard for every possession. A difference
between the sides was that Sturt finished

off lt-skgllﬂy better.
Lurking in the alsquare, always a
threat, was Ian W tt, who kic five

goals.

Sturt's determination to keewlng
regardless of the odds was typ by
ynunﬁ defender Bruce Lennon.

Early in the game it seemed cruel to
leave the rookie on Carey, the legend, but
as the game wore on, Lennon also grew in
stature,

Glenelg lost four of its last five minor
round matches last season but still went
on to contest the final
It lost xuﬁday, ut it was certainly not
aisgraced. encoura was its
commitment to wumu%n?he ball.
Btnng:'l gredip ey Bﬂﬁtétmrd a usual

r an ter , &5
tried their best.

Glenelg is down, but not out. Other
sides would have struggled to kick five
goals during Bturt's third quarter blitz.

L i e 1 e B

esterday's ay of top i

turt did not make Fhe finals.

Adelaide Oval

21 74 178 2112 (133)
60 123 175 206 (126)

STURT: S. Russell, Dilena, K. Russell, Paynter,
McWilliam, FﬁaidéTHitschkasaﬂLEHELﬂz g@mw.

man, avish, hsbury, A ' f.

: Willmott 5.2, Field 4.2, K. Russell 40,
Dilena 3.2, Paynter 2.0, S. Russell 1.2, Schache
1.1, Lennon 1.0; Kitschke 0.1, rushed 0.2
GLENELG: man 4.2, Winton 3.2, Caray 3.0,
Mansell 3.0, ynard 2.1, MacTavish 20, A
Stnr‘-{l:er 1.0, West 1.0, Marshall 1.0, Grervoid 0.1.
UMPIRES — David Eliott, John Hyhon.

Woodville Oval

NORTH 7.3 148 16.10 2013 (133)
WOODVILLE 45 7.9 13.11 16.13 (109)
BEST — NORTH: Redden, A Jarman, D. Jarman, Craig, J.
Riley, Tiller, Hart. WOODVILLE: Nichols, Panizza,
Ha . Harper, O Dwyer, Negn, Kiug.
GOALS — NORTH: Roberts 6.1, D. Jarman 4.1, Widy 2.1,
Barraft 2.0, Sims 20, S Riley 11, A Jarman 10,

Sanders 1.0, Redden 1.0, Bannett 0.2, Tier 0.

.
=

Burton 0.1 rushed 0.5 WOODVILLE: Nichols 8.3,
Harper 42, Klug 2.1, Hams 1.1, McDonaid 10,
Panizza 0.1, artz 0.1, Schummeibusch 0.1,

Champion 0.1, rushed 0.2.
UMPIRES — Rick Kinnear and Davd Trembath.

ROUND 14
SATURDAY: North Adeiaide v Port Adelaide (Football Park).
Norwood v West mm&m Owal)., Central Distnct v

South Adelade (Ekzabeth), v Woodville (Glenelg), West
Torrens v Sturt (Thebarton). - :

What the coaches said

Finest comeback
B MERVYN KEANE (Sturt): "They got a break onus and
we knew we had to do something otherwise it would have
been a waste of a Saturday afternoon.

“It was the finest comeback since I have been at Sturt
(since 1985). I think we have grown up as a side.”

B GRAHAM CORNES (Glenelg): "It was an extremely
good game of football, the best I have seen this year.

"It was in two halves. We allowed them to get
back in game, and when we did, it was anyone's
game." -
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