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fes, we’ll go national

SDUTH Australia will not enter
any expanded national football
competition until 1989,

That's not & fact. It's my apinion.

It is based, however, on knowledge
of a timetable scenario set out to ensure
we enter on the best possible terms

I believe when the vote is taken next
month — not by June 30 as the VFL
wants — the SANFL will resolve to join
the expanded competition in 1989,

It will then have 12 months to fully
plan and staff the Adelalde club as well
a5 nepotiate and clinch the favorable
terms it desires

That year also will provide the
breathing space to recast the SANFL
competition; to reduce it to eight, per-
haps even six, clubs and to plan a
revised style of premiership with the
finals in Novem after the national
competition has ended.

The hierachy already has resolved
not to be rushed or panicked into &
premature decislon.

It has seen and absorbed the myriad
mistakes made by the WAFL in its
senseless haste to sample the VEFL pie.

Under no circumstances will it fall
into the same unbelievably stupid trap
of surrendering the rights to control the
club to an outside interest

And it knows full well the VFL prizes
not only its participation but the use
of the jewel that is Football Park — so
much sa, that if given a firm cormmit
ment for 1988, the VFL will not coun-
tenance the attempted relocation of a
struggling Melbourne side here,

By recognising the need to pay the
34 million licence fee, the SANFL
already has made a concession towards
joining.

But my tip is
'89, not '88

Geoff

But it is a concession that strength
ens its hand with the six other major
negotiating points

Clearly it will stand solidly on the
issues of TV, programming, the right
to exclude SA players from the draft for
al least two years and to have lts
travelling costs paid from the VFL pool.

Its stated aim to have the name of
the competition changed is not, how.
ever, etched in stone and could be
conceéded in the knowledge that any
national competition would benefit by
identifying itself as such anyway.

Its other aim is to secure a pro-
portional share of the VFL equalisation
fund rather than an equal portion in the
knowledge its perceptage would be
higher.

But it can get around that anyway by
pre-selling season membership in the
Adelaide club as only cash admissions
go into the fund.

The League’'s planners already have
decided how an Adelaide elub would be
staffed (three members each from the

10 clubs, plus selected imports to fill
noticeable gapsh, run, marketed and
promaoted,

And only two things now stand in the
way of it happening.

The firsl could be avoided should the
lezgie rescind its decision to seek again

the public feeling on the matter
through a survey.

Should the SA football public vote
overwhelmingly agalnst joining the nat-
ional competition — as seems possible
given the usual emotion involved in
reducing the number of clubs locally —
it would be difficult to then proceed

Instead of a survey, the League direc-
tors should go ahead with what they
have been elected to do — make de
tisions in the best interests of football.

However, the possibility does exist
the directors will vote against the ex
pansion into the VFL

Three clubs are said to be opposed,
others are unsure and the country
delegate is also to vote in & ballot that
requires & two thirds majority.

By the time of the cruclal meeting,
however, there should be sufficient
evidence to show football here would
be overwhelmed unless we po united
and organised into the national sphere

The time to do that is 1989 Not
before. And that's how it will turn out.

® What do you think? Fill in the
Sunday Mail covpon — “'Should

wa join the YFL?"" — on Poge 64.

Slow death for Panthers

South Adelaide suffered a
slow, agonising death for
season '87 at the hands of
a reluctant executioner at

A man who epitomises football
character and honesty, Glenelg's
John MacFarlane, kicked a crucial
goal late in the third quarter of his
300th game
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By Ashley - 5 4
Porter -~
Port Adelaide coach
Russell Ebert un-

leashed a stinging at-
tack on his players
after yesterday's 54
point drubbing by a
mighty Woodville,
claiming it was the
softest performance in
his 20 years at the club.

And to rub salt in the
wound, the Magpies were
hit with injuries to Martin
Leslie and Greg Anderson.

Both are likely to miss the
interstate clash with WA in
Perth on Tuesday week.

Leslie damaged his left
shoulder and will have
X-rays today.

Anderson is extremely

doubtful because of an
ankle imjury which almaost
prevented him from playing
yesterday.

Ehert sauwd the loss of
Leslie and Anderson cer
tainly unsettled Port, but
said it would be prossly un-
fair to Woodville to use the
injuries as excuses for a
pathetic effort

“I hope everyone who has
been writing us up and talk
ing about us as a star
studded =ide saw this
game,” he said

Too many playvers were
soft, T'oo many players have
been riding along with the
key players who bave been
doing the work.

“When they did get over
the ball, they were found
wanting."

It was Woodville's
greatest victory over the
Magpies, and its twelfth in
its past 14 games at Foothall
Park

Fiercely competitive
Colin McDonald was one of

Mt T
& ANGCRY! Russell Ebert

the many Warriors who
played well, and is likely to
be added to the State squad.
And West Torrens, like
Woodville with a dreadful
record since the compe-
Lition was expanded to 10
teams in 1964, also showed
up one of the powers of SA
football with a thrilling
eight-point wvictory owver
Norwood st Thebarton
The Redlegs led by eight
points at three quarter time,
and even coach Neil Balme
thought they would capture
the premiership points.
But in a grand display of
will-to-win, the Eagles
fought on courageously to
record an upset win
The ninth round will be
completed with a double-
header at Football Park
tomorrow in which Central
plays Sturt and North meets
West,

( Premiership table

Glenelg Oval yesterday. His clever snap was followed s WL o A T
Glenelg substantially lowered Qquickly by a superb long goal {rom Bl ;
the guillotine in the first quarter Wingman David Kernahan to give HORWOOD. <~ 8 1 100% 307 S3a0 12
but then almost offered South a Glenelg breathing space and main- PORT ... ...... % &4 945 877 51.89 10
reprieve by half-time. tain impetus for the final term. B RICK DAVIES (South): WEST* .. .. .. .. 5 3 B94 909 49.58 10
The executioner still looked  The Tigers maintained that im Bitterly disappointed and Glansig. . : :' 'ggé '23; :g'gl :
unsure about carrying out the petus with telling goals from inter- unavailable. %m‘m 3 & 840 861 4938 &
death sentence in the third quarter, change Robin Kidney, forward John Schnesbichler Sl 2 7 797 994 44.34 4
with the victim sniffing freedom. Max Kruse and damaging young: (captain): Again, we played Sturt” 2 6 741 Q4B 4401 4

ster Craig Budarick, within nine
minutes.

*Ta ploy fomorrow.

Then, in one quick, devastating

reasonably well for three
blow in the final term, South's head

quarters. But now, making

rolled into a basket reserved for
football's “goners.”

While the guillotine operator
was unconvineing for most of the

South will not win many more
games while its best goalkicker,
Chris Stasinowsky, wastes time in
futile conversations with op-

the finals is o week-by-week

proposition.
David Bertelsmeier
(general manager): We

event, he is still alive to plan and PORENts. . - Gomes Y'day  Total
talk about a future this Eeasun. That attitude is great in a Sunday ~need a bigchange in J. Roberts (North] .. .. .. .. .. 8 - 4517
' - social competition but is unaccept- atitude ond players wha will R. Maondemaoker [Central} . .. . 8 - 43.18

Snut_lgss r::w?-t hbmxﬁt p_mhhlams able at league level have a go. 5. Nichols (Woedvilie).. .. .. .. 9 9. 36.19

again were evident yosterday The _Glenelg also has its Illbeverydificliiomoke | € SiCngwsky souhi. 0. 9 30 2914

club lacks depth of league standard problems .. . it failed to boot a goal the five from here, but 1. Seobohm (Glenelg) .. .. .. .. 9 02 18.16

players and those available players from 61 Kicks on the small oval in nothing's impossible. D. Stoeckel [South).. .. .. .. .. 6 - 27.9

coliectively are short on character, the second term B GRAHAM CORNES L. Twomey (Wesh) .. .. ... .. & = 42.15
Forward John Menze! rep- _ Panther hall-back Michael glenelg): I'm gratefulfor |

resented South’s last, desperate Bennett was unbeatable in that the premiership points.

hope of winning when he marked quarter, and was ably supported by e Premie Football Park

20m from goal in the final quarter. Michael Whitford, Darryl Hewitt Firstandiing quarters were

Normally accurate, Menzel kicked and Andrew Brockhurst. good and commitment was

a point and the Tigers maintained Ross Gibbs, virtually by default, ey 5"?"“" WOODVILLE 2.4 10.8 1510 21.15 (141

their five-goal lead. was Glenelg's best. He minimised  Butoverallwe'renotthere | p~py 40 74 86 139 (87

His failure reflected a game
riddled with errors.

mistakes in a match marred by a
stunning lack of pressure.

yet. .. there'sroom for

improvement.

i BEST—  Woodville: Taylor, Rogers, Schwarz, McDonald,
B Panizza, Michols, Parker.Port: Abernaethy, Curlis,
% Ginavar, Borlase, Phillips, Lum,
GOALS— Woodville: Michels 9.1, Taylor 4.5, Haylock 2.0,
‘ Schwarz 2.0, Harris 2.0, Porker 1.0, Martin 1.0,
f Templaton 0.2, Lynch 0.2, Panizza 0.1, Fuller 0.1,
rushed 0.3, Port: Tylor 4.1, Abarnathy 2.0, Borlase
2.0, Curtis 2.0, Balton 1.2, Hynas 1.1, Phillips 1.0, D.
Smith 0.1, Anderson 0.1, Ginever 0.1, rushed 0.2,
INJURIES — Port: leslie (shoulder), Anderson
{ankle).
UMPIRES — Dawid Crase, John Hylion.
TORRENS 7.1 8.2 104 156 (96)
NORWOQD 43 6.12 9.18 11.22 (88)
I BEST—  Torrens: Morphatt, Waston, Christensen, B
Lindsaoy, Robson, C. lindsay, Taylor. Norwood:
Awish, Connelly, Ducker, McMeil, Toylor, Pyke, Rowe.
GOALS— Torrens: Dietrich 4.0, McGrath 2.2, Barratt 2.1,
Taylar 2.1, B, Lindsay 2.0, Christansan 1.0, Fotio
].J, Eichnar 1.0, Hodson 0.1, Boker 0. 1. Norwood:
h Duckar 4.3, Connelly 2.2, Disbury 2.1, Payne 1.1,
3 Kelly 1.1, MNeogle 1.0, Aish 0.2, Mcintosh 0.2,
: D Antiochio (.2, McMeil 0.1, Halyar 0.1, Holl 0.1,
& Rowe 0.1, rushed 0.4,
= LI e T e % . 2 = INJURIES — MNORWOOD: Balme (concussion),
= ; - " : = Helyar (hamstring).
¢ WELL DONE SNOUT. .. a huge banner welcomed Glenelg's John Glenelg's John MacFarlane ina UMPIRES = Mavilla Thorp and David Trembath.
M{lL‘Pﬂ r‘f{lné’. pl!ﬂ yiﬂghﬂi Jﬂ'ﬂfh gﬂ me lIﬂ'ﬂ“i"\f SD?J ﬁl yf’.Hft‘Tdﬂj.r stmng cliash ﬂunng gnm jﬂﬂ
KICK FREES 7 L
GI-EHELG 3 IEI: E.. mrad | mg | otm o oA | Gos ) s | o S“UTH 1 =F.IE1-HI‘34 mi | M| e r::q:r:fr:‘-‘ GLE MBHE | WD Glenel Ova]
WOODLANDS |4 /2|1 | e |21+ ]2]1 MEMZEL 2l112|s]s| o2 g lal]
SEEDOHN A EEIENERE 5] | [omwmmer — Jalelz s jeflal7lale| | [ |
MACTAVISH |2 |7 |3 3 [15]4 ] a4 2112 | T FarcloucH |a[s|zlavafafafala]1 7] ]
BUDARICK AENEIENIE HEN ERFIENENE TAYLOR a2l Tej=z] [2=z[1] | GLENELG 57 511 916 14.25 (109)
KAUSE SEFEDLEADDEERERE SCHNEEBICHLER |6 |5 |2 |4 (a7| &1 1 |1 4134
MARSHALL DR A EIEEERE: 1 [ =vasinowsky RO ERER EE SOUTH 1.2 45 871210 (82
KERNAMAN |5 |4 |5 4 [B| B |12 ENERE EODY z(1[1]z]e[1]s[3] 1 :
QALISEURY FEDNEEH B EE 7 KAPFLER alalz]1 oz 1 2 R BEST—  Glenelyg: Gibbs, Caorey, Murphy, McDermort,
MacFARLANE [z |a (a3 alaTal 1211 [ DICKINGCN |4z |1 |1 (&2 & [1 (1] | | | Dongwan, MaocTovish, Kernchoan, Budarick South:
WETRINGER |2 |2 (2 |2 |8 |1 |8 |3 |1 ] | | ProckmURST  |E (2 |s|&s(aja a2 ]| | ] ] Bannatt, Kopplar, Hawinlt, Brockhurst, Schnasbichler,
MLURPHY 5l |2 1 ERERERE WHITFORDO 1| sjalr]e]r 6|33 ' [ Whittord, Pitman, Fn'm:l-nugh.
GRENVOLD 1 alajrlelafi]2 BENMETT 1|7 1|9 .1 3 [ Gl s o :
gees |1 f7|afafElels v o] | HEWITT EIEXERERED] ERECTEN] ' e Kruss 1 hn"ﬁ;?rtzfsﬁ'ﬁzﬂnﬂmﬂ;ﬁ';'ﬁg&&
iﬂ?!‘&"- :} : § ; ; ; ; =5 :-;32“5“ - i —ts j- 2 i ; f 2 1.2, MacFarione 1.1, McDermont | .1, Kernohon 1.1,
CAREY lala[a12]|s |6 |2 BERE3 BAKER 1 1111s 1 Seebohm 0.2, Salisbury 0.2, Corey 0.1, Winton 0.1,
meoERMOTT |7 (s|alalwmlalmlz a1 "RUTLER ] a(sloals 8 2 | Wast 0.1, rushed 0.1. South: Schneebichlier 3.4,
MAYNARD Flals[ala| [ 4 i ER [ piman [a(a[a|7[17]a |6 |1 !;*?nﬁull'r.ﬁgninamh 3.0, Faircle 1.1, Jarvs
WINTOM | 4|aj2fz2 1| CHRISTIE 2 2 alalz[1r ]2 A, Taylor 1.0, Pitman 0.1, Boda 0.1, rushed 0.1
KIDHEY : 3|1afn 3 a : JARWIS : IERERERE I EREDER IMJURIES — G!“'IB: Moynord [corked H1|ghl_
AUSHED | 1 = i L | RUSHED i il UMPIRES — Ross Compbell, Michosl AbboH.
TOTAL 526140 |50(212| 64 [106| 32 | 34 |14 | 25 | 4B TOTAL a4 B2 |41 |41 |17H| 56 | 58 | 33 | 37
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