H. WHAT A ROUN

That old Port magic back again

By Ashley Porter

The Magples are again high and mighty
on top of the premiership lodder after stag-
ing onea of their finest performances for
years to down reigning premier Glenelg ot
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the Bay yesterday.

But it was only one of
five great matches in an
action-packed second
round which was high-
lighted by upsets and
marred by reports and
Injuries,

Last TeAr's grand
finallsts were lamenting
a3 Port almost cost itself
victory with woeful kick-
Ing for goal, whila West
Torrens displayed tre-
mendous character to
topple North Adelalde by
33 pointas.

And alter pathetlc per-
formances last week,
West Adelalde and Cen-
tral DMstrict  crushed
their more fancled op-
ponents South Adelalde
and Woodvllle,

Meanwhila at Adelaide
Oval, Sturt showed tre-
mendous guts to get with-
in 14 points of Norwood
with only 15 At men after
trailing by five goals at
half-time.

Unbeaten

But it was the Mag-
ples who were screeching
the loudest as they are
the only team unbeaten
withh  victorles againsi
last year's finalists,
Sturt and the reigning
premler,

Port entered the
showdown without flve
star players; Including its
captain., vice-captaln and

deputy vice-captain, and
Martin Leslle, one of lts
best plavers, had to lead
the team.

Centreman Greg An-
derson was easily best on
ground and Is a certain
inclusion In the new
State squad which will
be announced this week.

Torrens coach Paul
Weston  described the
Eaples’ fighting qualities
against North as some of
the best he had seen any-
where.

It was indeed a turn-
around after North dis-
posed of West so com-
fortably last week, while
Torrens lost to Woodville,

The Bulldogs ended
Woodville's early dreama
with a blistering elght-
goal] first quarter, another
Incraedible form reveraal
alter losing to South by
27 points last week.

This time it was tha
Panthers on the losing
end — to West by T4
points and coach REick
Davies sald he was em-
barrassed by the magnl-
tude of the loss but thers
was no need to panic.

Glenelg and South now
must pick up the plecea
after losses for their blg
clash in the Escort Cup

finral under lights ak
Football Park on Tuea-
day.

NOW MAGPIES
ARE PLAYING

A GLORY TUNE

The days of being able to take the mickey
out of Port Adeloide fans ore over,

FRemember last YVear
when the Magpies had
one of their rare ofl-
seasons and failed to
Mmakce the finals 1t
seemed evervone was out
to sink the boot.

Well, the food news for
Port supporiers is their
team has “arrived” again
and is the only unbeaten
side in the competition,

Spark

Pori scored R courag-
eous and spirited 12
point win against Glenelg
et the Bay yesterday,
18-23 to 19-3 and had 1t
not been for some way-
ward kicking for goal
could have lurned it into
annhilation.

“They are & heller
team than most people
glve them credit for”
sald Glenelg coach

Graham Cornes.

“David Baker In ruck
was very elfectlve, Greg
Anderson was great snd
thelr run-on plavers did
a lot of damage.

“We dldn't play well
enough to win,
“We had zome terrific

Cornes; Fressure
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footy for 15 minutes of
the first term, then
scored & goal In the first
minute of the second, but
then we gave them back
the inltiative,

“Our second gquarter,
obviously, was one of the
poorest I've seen.

“They (Port) got the
ball better, used it better
and didnt allow ua to
use it.

“We were eglways In
with a chance after get-
ting back In the third
term and the first 235
minutes of the final term
was excellent — but we
always were under pres-
sure after going in &t
half time 20 points down.”

There s no doubt

Port’s second guarter ef-
fort turned the game,

FPort ecored 8-11 to 1-0
sz Glenelg players were
barely sighted.

Centreman Greg An-

But judging from vea-
terday's round, the “top’
game will be belween
Port amnd West who will
play-off for third prisa-
money in the rich serieas

Redeem

This Saturday sees
another big round where
Weston takes on his old
club Glenelg at Footbhall
Park and ls obviously out
to prove yesterday's win
over Morth was no fluke

In other matches, Poré
meets Central at Alber-
ton, Norwood plays South
at the Parade, West and
Sturt meet at Richmond

while Woodville and
North will be out to ce-
deemn themselves ak
Prospect.

Torrens forward John
Roberts leapt to the top
of the goalkicking llskt

when he booted flve goals
for the second successiva
week,

He leads with 10-8,

FORT wlor Qg Anderson gess @ h:h m.:-.- U'ld!r
peessury fromn Tiger Akn Singer. Piowrg: Keein B0

They've
‘arrived’

derson provided the
spark for the Magples
and players like Arlen
Kennedy, Russell Evans,
David Baker and Martin
Leslie inspired renewed
confidence and commit-
ment from thelr fellow
teammates.

In the past fﬂl.ll' YVEeArs
Port has played at Glen-
elg twica for losses of 88
and 93 points. It also was
beaten by Glenelg by 68
points at Port Augusta
two weeks ago.

But even those who did
laugh at the Magples last
year knew the traditional
glants of SA football
eventuilly would re-
establish themselves at
the top. It was just a mat-
ter of time!

“I'm very happy — not
only because we got the
twe premiership points,
but the way we got them,"”
sald Port coach Rubsell
Ebert.

“Our kicking wasnt
that good but the ball
was at least In the right
area.

“You can sharpen up
your kicking but you
have to get the ball first,
and I was pleased with
that side of things.

“I thought Baker, An-
derson and our run-on
players were very dls-
ciplined and It was =»
good team eﬂ‘grt.

“Glenelg hasn't been a
successful ground for us
lately, but vur Escert Cup
form was good and the
players went out there
determined to play as
well as they could and
gce what could come out
of it

Both teams will traln
today in preparation for
Tuesday's Escort Cup
finals at Football Park.

D avi d Habartaun
(North), Arlen Kennedy
(Port) and Robin Kidney
(Gilenelg) were reported
during yesterday's fiery

second round.

And Kenncdy and Kidney
mupst face league commissioner
Alr Brian Martin QO before
Tuesday night's Escort Cup
finals.

By Lawrie MeCauley

Glene's and South meet in
the Cup grand final frem B8.20
pm at Fooly Park on Tuesday,
but Glenelp will be withent
Peter Maynard (calf) and
Riephen Copping {corked

thighi.
Sonth's Siephen  Barrait

badly damaged a shoulder ln

s last ltrm collision and wlll
have X-rays today. He is likely
to miss two or three matches.

Centreman Darren T also
will miss the final after he Lhort
a hamstring at iraining

Wwavne Slattery also Injured
a hamstring aad is doubiful fer
the Cup maich,

West and Yort, who play

from 615 pm on Tutﬁdar in
the consplation final, emerged
with wins yesterday aud ne in-
juries.

Sturt  finished fis gzamae
agalnst Norwood with onily 13
fit men. Neli Cralg (sprained
right ankle) and Adrian Mea-
thenl (right shouider ligaments)
and not expecied lo play against
West nexi week.
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