West victory eases pressure on Cahill

STURT BACK AS A POWER

iss 2nd 3rd

Final
Central 3—1 1-3 128 119 1IN
Glenelg 3—0 86 10—10 15—12 102
BEST — CENTRAL: Cousins. Dearaugo, Prior. Bubner,

Platten. Trigge. GLENELG: McDermoit, Gibbs., Hewett. Gar-
ten., Walsh, Marshall.

SCORERS — CENTRAL: Dearaugo 6.1, Fraser 4.0. Platten
2.3, Norsworthy 2.0, Robertson 1.2. Cousins 1.1. Roe 1.0.
Boehm 0.1, rushed 0.1. GLENELG: Copping 4.1, Serbohm
30. 8. Kernahan 2.1. Gibbs 1.1, Marshall 1.1. Motloo
1.1, idney 1.1, Hewett 1.0, A, Stringer 1.0. Garton 0.1,
D. E han 0.1. rushed 04,

UMPIRES — Bob Schaofield. Nevilie Thorp.
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11 2nd 3rd  Final Pis
North 7—2 11—8 15—13 21—23 149
South —0 52 84 10—9 69

BEST — NORTH: Jarman. Hart. Bennett, Antrobus. T.l.
Hay. Roberison. Camubell. SOUTH: Christie, David Kappler,
Would, Davies.

SCORERS — NOHTH: Dietrich 54, Antrobus 5.0, Camp-=
bell 4.4. Hart 2.2 Robertson 2.1, Parsons 1.1. Ti'ler 1.0.
Jarman 1.0, Bennett 0.2. Phillips 0.2, Hill 0.1. Brealey 0.1.
rushed 04. SOUTH: Davies 3.1, Schneecbichler 30 Would
1.2. Darren Krppler 1.0, Harriz 1.0, Slattery 1.0. Lock-
man 0.2, Najey 0.1 David Kappler 0.1. rushed 0.2.

INJURIES — SOUTH: Palmer (loot),
UMPIRES — Laurie Argent, Steve Ardill.
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st 2nd 3rd Final
Woodville 6—2 8—4 14—8 19—14 128
Perl 3—4 11—4 16—8 16—13 109

BEST PLAYERS — WOODYILLE: Blight, Schiwarz, Sewer,
Heyloc:, 5. McDonald, Mackereth, Harris., PORT: Bradley,
Ginever. Johnston, Smith, Evans, S8impson. Curtis.

SCORFRS - WOODVILLE: Blight 9.2 R. Fuler 2.1. Hay-
lock 2.0. Butierrworth 1.2, Marey 1.2, Harris 1.1, Stephens 1.1,
Beccroft 1.0, Schwarz 1.0, Lynch 0.1, M. Fuller 0.1, rushed
0.3. PORT: Evans 7.2, Ginever 2.1. A, Kennedy 2.0, Curtis
1.3. O'Brien 1.1, Owens 1.0. Simpson 1.0. Belton 1.0. Bradley
0.2, Harrison 0.2, R. Ebert 0.1, rushed 0.1.

UMPIRES — Peter Francis, Geoff Bowles,

Ind 3dd Final Pis.
-1 9—9 13—12 20—17 137
0—2 81 11—10 17—12 114

BEST PLAYEREB — STURT: Molley, Spiel.
Paech. Paxnter,
Roberts, Dillon.

15t
Sturt

Torrens

Frr.

Millmott 3.3 Sm-th 1.1. Viney 1.0, Klomp 1.0, Spie]
Haolliz 0.1, Zubrinich 0.1. Gumley 0.1, rushed 0.4, TORRE
Robarts 5.1, Johnuston 5.0, Dillon 4.2, Tavlor 1.3. Payie
Sims 1.0, Turner 0.1, Henna 0.1. rushed 0.3.

UMPIRES — John Hviton, Steve Se:nmler.
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fst 2nd 3rd Final Pls.
Wesl 55 1—6 13—-1 11—10 112
Nerweod -0 1-2 12—4 13—71 85

BEST — WEST: D. Shaw. Fielke. Hamilton. Goodwin,
Woodhall, M-EKinnon, Williams., Andrews, NOREWOODD: Mc-
Intosh, Hall. Winter, Helly. Ross, Pavne. Aish.

SCORERS — WEST: Woothall 6.2. McKinnon 31. Mickan
2.2, Winter 2.0, Fielke 1.2, Miller 1.0. Herbert 1.0. Falting

1.0, Bhew 0.2. rushed 0.1. NORWOOD: Roberte -1 Pavne
2.1, Eelly 1.1. Hein 10  Warhurst 1.0, Pesdike 1.0,
McGrath 10, K. Thomas 0.1, Aish 0.1, McIntosh 0.1,
Scanlon 0.1.

UMPIRES: Rick Kinnear, Jim Field,

Yest Tota

Games

Blicht (Woodville) R 9.2 55.36
Coapping  (Glenelg 4 4.1 42.11
Willmett (Sturt) | 3.3 3418
J. Roberts {Torrens) H 5.1 3%.14
Dietrich (North) A 5.4 1%.16
Beccroft (Woodville) ¥ 1.0 34.10
Antrobus (North) W 5.0 2919
Johnsion (Torrens) H 0.0 20.8
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_ ) Pts %
North | JE— 1290 MM 18 5R.5%
Norwood I 4 1¢88 913 14 51.313
Glenelg . 5 3 1165 954 18 5. 48 .
Torrens 5 3 1188 1033 10 5299
Sturt 5 . | 1113 1039 10 51.52
—entral 4 3 1085 1150 8 4808
‘H:eﬂ K [ 1051 1184 8 4.3
Woodville 34 & i1 129 [ 43.19
Peort 3 A 18186 1230 ;] 45.09
Bouth 1 R BME 1166 F 4 42.14
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By Peter Cornwall

Sturt, with its fourth win in five matches, yes-
terday proved it was back as a genuine power in

SA football.

The Blues, led by
champion follower Peter
Motley claimed an im-
pressive 23-point win in a
pressure game against
West Torrens.

The Blues' last five
games have seen Iim-
presslve wins against
Woodville, Central, West
and now Torrens, while
losing just to North Ade-
laide,

Bturt's loss at Unley by
five polnts was an un-
lucky one. Indeed the
Blues came closer to de-
feating the top.side Lthan
any other team.

Yesterday, with Motley
and ruckman Frank Spiel
again outstanding, Sturl
combined superbly to
shoot out to a S54-point
lead early In the second
guarter before the Eagles
hit back to make a game
of it. :

And Escort Cup cham-
pilon West Adelaide re-
versed a sequence of four
losses with an upset 2V
point win over reigning
premler Norwood at the
Parade.

Critical

Indeed there was prob-
ably no more relieved
man Iin. SA foothall
circles after the ninth
round of matches than
Bloods coach John Cahill.

He conceded that a loss
at the hands of the Red-
legs, after successive de-
feats agalnst Glenelg.
North, Sturt and Port,
could have been critical.

“If we had lost, we
would have just about
been out of It. Now it
gives us a chance’™
Cahill sald after the
game.

“We all knew how im-
portant this game was.
It's certainly nice to win.

“It was an Aggressive
and courageous win.”

&

While Cahill had rea-
son to be relieved after
the Bloods' much-needed
win, former team-mate
Russell Ebert saw his
Port Adelaide side slip to
ninth place on the pre-
miership table with only
its fourth defeat at Lhe
hands of Woodville.

The Warriors, again ln-
spired by eaptain-coach
Malcolm  Blight, who
booted nine goals, downed
Port by 19 points as the

Magpies slumped into
further trouble,
Woodville captain-

coach Malcolm Blight
had no doubt the War-
riors plaved their best
football this season in the
defeat of Port.

Courageous Central District rover
John Platten proved the old adage that
you can't keep a good man down for
long when he snatched a remarkable
victory for his side against Glenelg at
Football Park yesterdoy.

Platten booted the last
two goals of the game (0
give the struggling Bull-
dogs a morale-boosting
nine point win azainst the
Bays.

The spirited litile rover
was battered and bullied
throughout *he game and
was kept down té just one
kick in the f{irst uarter.

But he, .ike s0 many of

his team-mates, refused io
submit to the prossure of
the Tigers and when the
game was thzre for. the
taking, Plat'en rose to the
occasion.

While Platten emerged
the hero, it was a gulsy
team. performance that
enabled Central toa be in
with a chance rear the end
ol the game,

The win was by no
means stylish cr impres-
silve — but the manner
about which the Bulldogs
persevered with the task
at hand speaks volumsas
for the clab spirit.

Glenelg had ts chances
to wrap up the game but
wilted in itha face of the
continual pressuse2 from
the Bulldogs.

The lead chaaged hands
11 times durinz the hard-
fought bul scrappy game.

Glenelg coath Graham
Comes summed 1t up best
when he said: ‘It was
pretty much a game of
defences but rthey found a
bit more up forward when
it counted.

“It (the loss) was not
good, but it's not the end
of the world — we're sijll
in third spoi,” Cornes said.

"Every team has Its
slumps — the worst thing
to do Is panic.

“But” it was -disappoint-
ing to loze and we should
not have lost it."

Glenelg has now lost 1t=
last three games .10
North., South and Central

Three weeks ago, Central
was silling in eighth posi-
tion on the premiership
ladder, but has now lifted
jiself up to sixth spot.

Honest

The Bulldogs were =able
to stay in touch with
Glenelg and eventually
“steal” the game thanks to
gargantuan efforts from
ruckman Richard Cousins,
Tan Dearaugo (six goals),
Mark Prior, Peter Bubner.
Platten and Stephen Trigg.

Glenelg also had its fair
share of honest workers,
led by the Iirrepressible
Chris McDermott., Ross
Gibbs, Mark Hewett, Adam
Giarton, Gavan Walsh and
David Marshall.

To say the game could
have swung either way is
perhaps an injustice to
Central — to the victor the
spoils and all that — but
it 15 fair to say that with
three minutes ]el:t in-the
game it would only take
one lucky break to clinch
A& win.
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The strain showed on John Cahill during yes-
terday’s match . . . but he was smiling after it

“It's been coming for
a while,” Blight said.

Central® ecach EKevin
Neale also had reason to
he pleased with his
charges after their nine-

point win against
Glenelg.
“They showed spirit

and kept fighting,” Neale
sald of the win which
came about’ with two
#gals in the dylng
moments from Magarey
Medal rover John Plat-
ten.

Glenelg coach Graham
Cornes was not to panic
over ‘the Rays third suc-
cessive loss, however.

“Every team has ils
slumps — the worst thing
to do is panic”

Martin, L
Fi¢lke, TORRENS: Sretch, Lindsay. Payre,
I or pu Ogds
SCORERS — STURT:. Mot'ey 54, Martin 4.1, Firlke gk

it's now history that
Platten made his own luck
twice to put thé lssue be-
yond question.

What went on before his
final outburst faded to ob-
scurity because the final
scoreboard told the only
story worth telling about
the match.

“We have a way to En
before we're playing top-
class football” said Cen-
iral coach Kevin “"Cowboy™
Neale.

“But they showed spirit
and kept fighting.

“During games this year
they've packed It in afler
gelting behingd by a couple
of goals,

“We were conscious of
that during the week and
I was pleased that they
did come back a couple of
times vyesterday,

“They kept persisting
and kept at It. -

-4 'We're just very pleased
to have won."

Whether Ceniral has ar-
rived as a force in the
competition will be best
determined after the
match against undefeated
North Adelaide at Football
Park on June 10.

Glenelg also must prove
itself in a testing game

against Port Adelalde at
Football Park next Satur-
day.

Glenelg 1s sitting In
third position on the pre-
miership ladder, but sides
out of the five, like Cen-
tral, West and Woodville,
are doing enough to sug-
gest that the Bays will
have to find form In a
hurry if they want to stay
in the running for a finals'
berth.



