After the Rick Davies drama...

STURT UNLEASHES A NEW

...and GCowhoy
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threatens axe

Sturt bounced back from the furore sur-
rounding the Rick Davies affair with a great
victory over Woodville at Woodville Ovai yes-

terday.

And It was new full
forward Ian Willmott, 21,
who led the way with &
magnificent 10 goal
effort.

Willmott equalled the

recofd number of goals
kicked by a Sturt player
against Woaodville on the
Warriors home ground.
" Ironically he now joins
Rick Davies as Joint
holder of the record,
with Davies collecting
his 10 goal bag In 1383.

While things may be
locking up for 8turt,
Central District coach
Cowboy Neale was far
from happy after his side
went under to West Tor-
rens by 50 points.

Coach

Neale promlsed the axe
would fall, on perhaps
slx to eight players. He
said: “The  critlelsm
usually is that the coach
can't coach. But I'm
beginning to think the
players can't play.,

“That's two losses in &
row. I'm not geing to put
up with it any longer.

“Some of the blokes
have got the talent, but
they only produce It
when they feel like it.

“It seems 10 have been
a problem with the club
for the past 20 years."

Reigning premiers
MNorwood may have
beaten South Adelaids
by 38 points at Adelaide
Oval . vesterday, but
coach Nell Balme des-
cribed his team's effort
az “pathetic.”

“I wasn't happy with
the way we playved all
day,” Balme said.

“We've got to Improve
a hell of a lot to be
anywhere near as good
as we want to be”

After vesterdav's loss,
Don Scott's Panthers are
still at the foot of the
table and still coming to
grips with the style of
play Scott is demanding
from them.

Bcott said the players
had to learn how to play

premiership footbali,
“The opposition did it

to us and until we learn’

we'll continue to lose,” he
gsaid.

contlnyed its
run with =a

North
unbeaten
convincing 47-point win

pver Port Adelaide at
Football Park.

It is the Rooster's hest
gtart to a Sseason since
1871 — & vear the club
went premlers,

Port on the other hand
are in the unaccustomed

ittion of ninth spot
and has the difcult task
of making up lost ground.

West coach John Cahill
said the half-time In-
juries to three of his
players was a telling fac-
tor in the team’s 19-point
loss to Glenelg at Rich-
mond Oval.

“We lost a couple of
players and lost all flex-
ibility.” he sald.

“Wa were still in thera
with a chance in the last
quarter, but we weres not
good enough in the end.”

Glenelg coach, Graham
Cornes, was happy to get
the points from what he
described & “hard and
tough™ game. '

Tigers win but
Bloods ride high

In a contest where
endeavor overlapped
skill, Glenelg led
throughout to eclipse
West by 21 points at
Richmond Oval,

One always felt the
Tigers held sway and
had a better method In
scoring goals, yet Jjust
when the visitors must
hava felt had de-
livered the knockout
punch, West picked itself
up off the floor,

For much of the game
it suffersd from Injurles
and some  perplexing
declsions which ensured
a Richmond *“roast” for
umpires Rick Kinnear
and John Hylton.

Consistent kickgetiera
Leon QOrosser and Mike
Smith finished on the
sidelines and should have
been Jjolned by Mark
Dreher and Stephen Alil-
ler who wera forced to
accompany Ron Andrews
on a full forward line
that lacked pace.

Thess things con-
sidered, 1t was little
wonder that Tiger coach
Graham Cornes over-
stayed hls welcome on
the fleld at three-quarter
tima urging hils charges
oL,
An early goal to Smith
was quickly negated by
Chrls McDermott and
the creative Tony
Bymonds, and a quick
handpass to Roger
Luders on his own
balanced the ledger be-
fora the Tigers went
ahead through an un-
bellevable snap by Robyn
Eidney and further
majors by Carey, Hen-
wood, Copping and
McGuinness,

Knock

At the first change the
Tigers, working well as a
unlt, led by 27 points.

They had a defence
that effectively punched
the ball away to disclp-
lined players waiting for
the expected knock, and
clever handball set up
the overlap to gocd
effect. :

Mark Mickan toox on
and handsomely beat the
four big men opposed to
him, and with Granfley
Flelke absolutely burning

all over the fleld and
Ron Andrews using his
experience in front of
goals, the Bloods clawed
thelr way back In the

game,

If Fielke and Conlen
had not squandered sev-
eral easy chances, Wesat
could have led at hall
time Instead of tralling
by 18 polnts after goals
by Marshall, Carey and
Copping.

Derek Shaw became a
second skin to Stephen
Eernahan who by his ex-
ceptional standards had
a quiet day, but Glenelg
always had other goal-
scoring avenuesa, In par-
ticular Stephen Copplng
who added eight to the
10 scored last weel

At three-quarter time,
West trafled by fve
points and had made
further progress against
the run of the ball

The Rlchmond roo!
nearly took off when
Mark Drehar scored what
surely must have been
one of his rare goals, but
almost immediately Alan
Stringer, in a brilliant
solo burst, notched two
timely goals.

Mickan was conspicu-
ously absent from the
hounces, and  Flelke
languished surprisingly
away from the action.

Andrews scored his
fifth goal and when the
nippy Conlen ultimately

found the middle of the
goals after numerous
misses, the Bloods were
within one polnt.

The Tigers answered
the challenge with Ker-
nahan finding Coppling
on a long lead for a goal
and then Tony McGuin-
ness made 1t a dynamie
trio as they steadily took
CGilenelg out of danger.

Under the elrcum-
stances, It was B game
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Glenelg shou'd have woa
and won well -

That ther did not was
a tribute to some deter-
mined play by a depleted
West that lacked nothing
in courage and may be
seell to better effect In
the damp conditions
ahead.

Tony Syvmonds did aa
much as anyonsa over
four quarters for the
Tigers and Wayne Hen-
wood looks & very good
acquisition as a versallls
playmaker.

Form

McDermott was gafe
and assured In defence
and Copping's elght
goals aiways seemed to
come at the right tima.

Mickan played a lone
hand in ruck and i3 very
close to hls form two
vears ago, Fielke was the
spari that lgnoted West
in the second term

Des Herpert 13 a pro-
l1fe kickwinner and had
four good quarters
whereas many of his
teammates fired in
patches. -

Gienelg tock the pointa
bu: the honors for the
day vwere probably a little
more [ Cahill's cornar,

Glenelg 1s strong ak
the moment and desarves
its position on the
premiership tabla,

West has a measure of
improvement ahead as It
regainsy soma missing
players.

One hopes the news
about Mike Smith Iz oo
a5 bad a3 feared as »
prolonged absence would
certainly be a blow 0
West.

One man who could
certainly understand
Cahill's feelings sat Im-
passively In the stand
with npautical man Pl
James Hardy — Nell
Kerley.

One gets the feellng he
Is happy to trade football
waves for waves of &
different kind.

Club’s decision

correct

Bhane MelGraih

 BFST—NORTH: Antrobus, Armfleld, Tiller, Campbell,
Clisby, Robertson, Phillips, Arnold, PORT: Anderson, Curtis,
A, Kennedy. Lawson, Russell, Ginever.

8CORERS—NORTH: Dietrich 6.2, Antrobus 3.4, Hart 3.0,
Parsong 2.0, 8immons 2.0, Robertson 1.2, Brealey 1.0, Jarman
1.0. Campbell 1.0, Phillips 1.0, Tiller 0.1, Hill 0.1, rushed
0.6 PORT: Kennedy 3.1. Lawson 1.0, Smith 2.0 Ha.n_'m 1.3,
O Brien 1.2, Russell 1.2, Williams 1.1, Anderson 1.1, Ginever

1. J. H 0.1, E 0.1. rushed 0.4, _
; IIHjURIIIl:‘gE—FHDRTH:nﬁInEH. :111::;1'. Hill thip}., FORT: Kright
{hip).

REPORTS—NORTH: P. Bennett reparted by boundary
umpire A. Hopkins for allcgedlv striking M. Leslle rPort)
before the start of play, D. Robertson reported by fAeid

umpire E. Bcholefleid for allegedly striking an unnamed
Pnﬂmglnyer in the third term.
U

IRFS—Laurie Argent. Bob Bcholefield.

Iﬁms 10—13 15—17 23—19 151

5-5
Ceatral 6—2 10—6 12—9 16—11 107
1.5 i | n,
s ST TR e T RALL Bubner. Krics,

1ten, Graham. Thomas, Hull, Walters. ;
HE&J%E%E.-—T“HHF&"S: Hill 54, Roberts 5.2, Tay.0r 4.5,
Johnston 4.0, Schimmelhusch 2.0, SBims 2.0, E.chner 1.2,
Pavze 0.1, Hank 0.1, Sarau 0.1. rushed 0.1. -L‘l‘.NTR.-lL: G'a-
ham 6.2, Walters 4.0, Pitman 2.0, Platten 1.1, T]'r'q.: 1.0,
Beythien 1.0. Drogemuller 1.0, Bull 0.2, Connelly 0.2, F.a%er
0.1. Kreig 0.1, Tushesd 0.2,

INJURJES.—CENTRAL: Bcott Lee, broken collarpone in
third sguarter. Likely io miss six to right weeks,

UMPIRES. —Geof! Bowles, Steve Semumler,

st 2d 3d  Final P
Sturt 6—4 13—11 19—14 26—18 174
Woodville 3—1 9—1 13—3 17—7 109

BEST —ETURT: Maotley. Willmott. Spie]l, Klomp, Mar-
tin. Pasynter. Bmith, Whittiesea. Keane, WOODVILLE: Bee-
croft, Bewsr, Hairis. Dettmann. Heaven, Bohwarz,

SCORERS.—STURT: Willmott 10.2, Hollis 4.1, Martin 3.2,
Motley 3.1, Viney 2.1, Derrington 1.2, Pavnter 1.1, Wark
1.0, lomp 1.0. GQumley 0.4, rTushed 0.4. WOODVILLE: Big¢-
crefr 8.0, Blight 53, R. Fuller 2.0. Schwarz 1.1, Sewer 1.1,
Mackereta 0.1, Butterworth 0.1

INJURIES —STURT: Derringion

iankle),
WOODYILLE; McLeod (hamstring!.

Martin (chesi),

LMPIRES.—Jim Ficld, Darryl Schramni.

3rd
-5 -10—9 15—13 23—17 155

iss 2nad Final Pis.
Glenelq
Wesl 3—2 85 14—14 20—14 136

BEST—GLENELG: Symonds, McDermoit, Henwood,
MeGuinness, Coppine. 8. Ecernahan, Marshall, Gibbs, WEST:
Mw. Fierlke, Db, Heroert Conlen. Luders. Meuret,

RERS—GLENELG: Copping 8.2, McGuinness 2.5,
Carey 2.2, A. Stringer 2.2, Symonds 2.2, B Eernihan 2.0,
MeDermotit 1.1, Henwood 1.1, Marshall 1.0 Eidney 1.0.
D. Eernahan 0.1. rushed 0.1. WEST: Andrews 8.0, Luders
_3.4. Conlen 31.2. Fielke 2.4, Emith 2.1. Bennett 1.1. Mc-
Knnon 1.0 D. Herbert 1.0, Dreher 1.0, Meuret 0.2,

INJURIEE—WEST: Smith rprobable broken rght col-
h;n_’:;h?_lnu. Grosser «bruised r:eht leg), Miiler (corEed
t F

MPIREE: Jockn Hylton., FRick EKinnear.

Ind
Norwood 512 9—4 14-7 20-—-11 131
South -3 54 86 14—9 93

BEST—NORWOOD: K. Thomas Tarlor, McGrath. Win-
ter, Button, Laughlin. SOUTH: Palmer. NMaiey. Bennett,
Cole, Darren KEappler. David Eapbpler,

BCORERS—NORWOOD: FRoberts 44, K. Thomas 3.2,
Viirdenega 30, Bumicn 2.2 MeGrath 2.1, Tavlor 2.0,
Michnlanney 2.0, M. Aish 11, Laughlin 1.0, Heon 0.1,
SOUTH: Cole 3.0 Bchneeb.chier 2.2, MeIntyre 2.0, Naley
2.0, Gtoeckel 2.0. Durren Kappler 1.2, G. Hewitt 1.1, Dew-
hirst 1.1. Lackman 0.1 David Kaopler 0.1. rushed 0.1.

IHJUH‘{EE—HQRI?:!.JIIJD: Tom Warburst (hamstring) and
ithieht. .
UMPIRES—Mark Mackie. Neville Thorp.
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North 4 R?  K3A
Glenelg 4 1 08 A33
Norweod 4 1 s14 BeR
Torrens 3 2 L HA LiXg
Central 2 3 63 653
West 2 3 635 T
Stort - 3 B84 650
Woodville 2 3 B9 &5
Port 1 4 AR5 65
Eguth - 5 486 023 (1] 44.82

Games Yesierday Tetal
Blight (Weandville) 4 53 3216
IMetrich North } [ 6,2 23.9
Copping (Glenelg) b 8.2 23.7
Beecroft ™Woodville) 5 8.6 2.5
J. Roberts (Torren:) [} b.2 20.8
Platien (Centrals) .3 1.1 18.12
Wilmott (Start) 4 182 1R.8
Jehnstom (Terrens) [ 1 4.0 18.6

Football Park, 12780, Cemtral v Sturt (Feol-
Adrinide Oxal, 8345, :;1“ lr"H.i-I IHEE:?“Ih‘I rr

: encly 1 Adeln . Nor-
Richwmond, ':"_"'.- wood v Torrena  Norwood) |
Weedville, 4217. Poart v Sauth J(Alberton);

Thebariop, B3ON. Nerth v West « Prospeetl).

I believe Sturt 1dol at Unley and a  league goal-kicking and Mervyn Keane to censed with Sturt's atti-
was right to tell Popular _personality  record, make, but I guess they tude, but with the
: gn throughout the football Admittedly it was the  already have writlen money players seek to-
Rick DI:WIE".? it N0 world, first time I had seen  off their chances of a day I can understand
longer required his Because of his close him play this season. 1985 premiership and  the declslon.
services. affiliation  with the But it was enough to  are thinking of next The financial de-
: media, it was natural make me understand  year. - mands a star player can
But it's quite under- hic media friends ral- Sturt’s attitude, be- Obvigusly there {3 no place on & club can be
standable why the |ijad ags one to attack  caud® the champ  place for Davies in their enormous.

football public — and
Sturt supporters in par-
ticular — are up in
arims over the sacking.

Davies, one of the

greatest players pro-
duced in SA, was an

Sturt is a great club
and most of its ‘decis-
ions over the years have
been wise ones. ..
that’s why it has bee
s0 successful. :

future plans.

It was a ruthless, but
a brave decision. Foot-
ball today has no room
for sentiment.

Some years ago I
would have been In-

"SUNDAY MAIL, May 5, 1985—T9

turned In a shocker.

He showed all the
obvious signsg that he
was over Lthe hill

It must have been a
tough decision for the
Sturt match committee

Sturt over the sacking.

I saw Rick play last
week against Glenelg
and it was hard to be-
lieve this was the same
player who two Yyears
ago had broken the




