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Sturt’'s Robert Barton gets high over his

opponent David Bradley to spoil the Glenelg

defender’s juggled attempt to mark the ball
at Football Park yastardn*,«

The Advertiser, Monday, August 8, 1977

T e —

obscurity

By GEOFF KINGSTON
Glenelg’s exciting five-point win over Sturt at Foot-

ball Park yesterday sent the 1976
headlong into 1977 obscurity.

It now seems likely that Sturt will
finish in eighth position ... a re-
markable and inexplicable slide from
top last season.

The only other time it has hap-
pened in the history of the game was
in 1935 when Glenelg finished bottom
of the eight-team competition after
winning its first premiership in 1934.

It's only the second time since
1897 that a team has finished worse
than fifth after winning a flag the
previous season.

The banner hanging from the fence
at Football Park yesterday read:
“The True Blue Invincible Annihila-
tion Experts.”

It must have been an old sign.

Actually, Sturt's form yesterday
was good and with an ounce of luck
it could probably have won.

Before a crowd of 15.061 it started
apgressively, unbalanced Glenelg and
controlled most of the play in the
first guarter, but was off-line in at-
tack.

It went on with the job in the
second quarter to kick 4.2 to Glenelg's
two points and went In at half-time
with & well earned 15-point lead.

Sturt rover Mike Nunan was
sensational touch.

It was almost vintage Nunan as he
won the ball from the packs with tre-
mendous courage and moved it with
great skill either with handball or
kicking.

Rick Davies was dolng well in ruck
azainst Peter Carey, but it was Nu-
nan and the followers Tony BI.II‘EH-H
and John Hunt that gave Sturt con-
trol of the packs.

in

premiers crashing

Glenelg coach John Nicholls, seeing
the game getting away from him, was
forced into several positional changes
that in retrospect probably did most
to win the game for Glenelg.

In the third quarter he switched
Carey from ruck to full forward with
Steve Copping moving to a wing; Ne-
ville Caldwell went to centre half-for-
ward from a wing; Wayne Phillis was
shifted from centre half-forward %o
ruck and Graham Cornes was on the
ball.

Most of the moves worked as
Glenelg, for the first time in the
game, looked a worthy major round
contender.

It kicked 74 !n the third term to
Sturt’s 2.2. and it looked a matter of
“how far” Glenelg.

Carey picked up three quick goals
aAgalnst Bruce Winter, Caldwell’s pace
and big leaping beat Colin Casey.
Who had done a good job on Phillis
and Commes's enthusiasm and run
further unbalanced Sturt.

Sturt made a last, desperate dive to
win the game in the last term and it
almost got there.
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