SIX FIGH

Sam Gallagher's

football review

FOR THE FOUR

Wins to Torrens, Norwood, and Sturt in today’s league
football have made the fight for the final four the most

open for years.

The widest margin was Sturt's 27-

point win over North. Torrens had

10 points to spare from Port while Glenelg and Norwood scraped in by a

point.
With seven games to the
finals, only three points

separate Torrens in [frst
plece from Sturt. sixth.

Port, Norwood and
Sturt are level on 14
points for fourth, but
Port’s percentage™ is far
superior and this is As
good as a two-point margin
over the Redlegs and the
Blues.

Converted

Grounds for today’s
matches were still heavy,
but the weather held and
the four games deserved a

far better attendance
than Lthe 33.000-orcbel
recorded.

On the heavy Thebarton
Oval, Torrens broke Port's
drive to the finals when
they held the Magpies
scoreless in the last
quarter and converted a
21-point deficit into a 10-
point win,

Howevear, Port seemed to
have the game won at the
Inst change so ground
conditions cannot be held
entirely responsible for
their defeat.

Stan Wickham, reporting
this game, said Torrens
won the wings, which gave
them the balance. across
centre, and their defence
played right up to s

repulation as the safest in
the league.

At Unley, in spite of the
loss of Hill, Sturt’s ruck
strength was sufficient to
bring their rovers into the
game and this hit North,

where they were most vul-
nerable.

With 50 much
tempers were close boil-
ing point throughout and
there was a wild melee in
the third quarter when
Lindner eclashed with Wie-
busech.

At Kensington, too. Nor-
wood and West turned on
a fliery exhibition

The Redlegs. [ull of de-
termination to recover

slake,

prestige. gave Wesl no
chance to break away in
the first half,

Helped by position
changes, West playved a

commanding third quarter
but were unable lo go on
with it.

They kicked 8-2 of their
match tally of 11-8 In the
third quarter. and went
down by a poinlt to Nor-
wood's strong finish,

Al Adelaide, JGlenelg
and South fought out an-
olher one-point decision,

Glenelg's  rovers, Iny-
ing strongly throughout.
had a large share in the
Ba:'s narrow win, Howard's
siXx goals being a particu-
larly valuable contribution.

South labored under the
sell imposed handicap of
inaceurale  shooting for
goal. Thevy had 31 scoring
shots to Glenelg's 22,

For Norwood and Sturt.
the pressure next week will
be undiminished. Both are
away from home, Norwood
al the uncongenial Pros=

ect Owal and Sturt at

ichmond.

With Port likely to win
at Alberton against South.
Norwood and Sturt must
win to keep in touch with
the top four. ;

At Prospect, North will
e all out to return to win-
ning form and avenge
their decisive ‘defeat at
Norwood's hands earlier
[his seas0n -

With Amery fit and
Oatey roving in great style,
the Redlegs have the rov-
ing strength to put
North off balance

However, the Red-and-
Whites are poloriously
hard to beal al home and
Norwood can expect 1o
easy passage.

West were beaten todav
bv sheer delermination.
Their big win lasi week
and Norwood's defeat hv
Sturt may have induced a
feeling of complacency
about today's game.

That Wesl have skill to
burn was shown clearly in
their third guarter todayv.
but thev will met a wvery
determined and co-ordin-
ated Sturt

Today the Blues stopped
Morth's power at its main
source, on the 1I|'|r1.iu"E

If they.can do t same
to Wesl they could well
make up the one game
leeway to the Red-and-
Blacks.

In the remaining pame,
Torrens should retain top
place by beating Glenels
at Theparton,

KICKING
GAINED

1-PT.

WIN

BORB HAMAK

Glenelg and South topped off
a splendid game at Adelaide
Oval with a thrilling see-saw
finish that saw Glenelg one point

in front.
1st 2nd
Glenelg 4—2 8—4
South 2—-2 9-—8
The Tigers  siraight | |

kicking at goal had kept
them in touch, and if was|
fitting that rover Frank
Heward should kick the
winning geal and thus
give him a match-winning
tally of six goals without
A mviss

South, on the other
hand, missed several rela-
tively easy shots. And |
what p:meﬁ. Lhe maﬂlﬂ‘l.
errorr of all was the
abzolute sitter missed by!
Lindsny Backman in the!
finml quarter,

On the dav South had
far more playv  than'
Glenelg, and even the
Tiger supporters  would
have acknowledued the
Panthers as superior had|
they just held their slender|
lead instead of losing it
right on the siren.

Accurate

The game began with!
accurale =scoring. five goals
withoul & miss coming In|

the Hrst 12 minutes of|
play. This was good)|
[ootball considering the

still churned-up suriace of
the owval,

—

QUICK LOOK AT LEAGUE GAMES

Ground: Very heavy. Wealher: Fine

AT ADELAIDE

1st ind
Glen'ly 4—2 8—4
South 2—2 9—8
BEST

Long. SOUTH: O'Brien,
vay,

PLAYERS—-GLENLLG:
Richens, Linke, Blackbuimn,

3rd Final Pk,
12—1 15—1 91
10—14 13—18 96

Howard, Frazer,
Hunt, Anesbury, J.

Darley, Walker, Ploenges,
Backman. Jackson, Shaw, Kantilla.

SCORERS—GLENELG: Howard 6.0, Fraser 2.2,

Westley

0.1,

Day 2.1, Darley 2.1,

20, Tucker 2.0,
Button 10, Kernahan 0.1,
rushed 0.1. SOUTH:

Jackson 2.0,

Payne 1.1, Anesbury L.,
Blackburn 0.1. Cutten
Backman 34. Ross 2.2,
Wilson 14,

Ploenges 1.0, Skuse 0.2, O'Brien 02, Chuistie 0.1,

rushed 0.1.

REPLACEMENTS —GLENELG:

Beal (groin’

replaced by Peek during the second quarter. Staite
tknee) rveplaced by Tucker in the third quarter.

SOUTH: Darley
in final quarter.
feldt durlu%

iconcussion
Jack=on «lup' replaced by Roenn-
last quarier.
MPIRE—W.

replaced by Gibbs

A. Henderson.

AT THEBARTON

0—-1
1—0

3—4
4—1

Torrens
Porl

55
912

10—6 66
9—-1 56

EEST PLAYERS—TORRENS: Head, Kingston,

Bills, Pill. Howell,

Blight.
Cowling, Gibson, FORT: Potter,
Motley, Ellewny, Fahian,

Shearman, Graham,

Philp, Hannaford,

Meacd,

SCORERS—TORRENS: Head 32, Hawke 232,
Gould 20, Shearman 10. Dix 1.0, Russell 1.0, Pill

0.1,
2.0, Matters 1.1,

Isanc 0.1. F{}%T: Philp 2.0, Johns 2.0, Potter
ravnor
REPLACEMENTS—TORRENS:

1.1, Hannaford 1.0,

Connolly re-

placed by Russell at three guarter time. Gibson

replaced by Lucas

during last

term. FORT:

Matters replaced by Nyland during last term,
UMPIRE—K. G. Cunningham,

AT UNLEY

-3
33

Sturt 20
North 0—1

BEST
Jarrett, Wiebusch,
dmgton. NORTH:
Thomas, Sutter, Hill,

M.

2.1, Hill 20, D,
03. Hammond 0.1.

REPLACEMENTS—STISRT:
knock) replaced by Whicker in the last
Pascoe (leg injury: replaced 'I:Hr

NORTH:
in Lthe last guarter.

PLAYERS—STURT:
Langridge, Rigney,
Pascoe, Hammond, Knuckey,
Mitchell,
SCORERS—SFURT: Dunn 52,
Jomes 2.1, Gunn 1.0,
Schoff 0.1, rushed 0.2 NORTH: Potts 2.1,
Lindner

98 12—10 82
6—4 81 55

Halbert, Dunn,
Hicks, Sad-

Dixorn.

Langridge 4.1,
Rigney 02, Halbert 0.1,
Thomas
1.1, Pascoe 1.0, Mitchell

Hicks (heavy
uarler.

opping

UMPIRE—N. L. G. Mackay.

AT KENSINGTON

6—6
1-5

Norwood 1—2
West 2-—-3

1-8
10—7

119
11—8

15
"

BEST PLAYERS—SXORWOQOD: Oatey, Johnson,
Kneehone, Kelly, Wedding, Bowe, Sawley, Graham,

McMahon, WEST: Bray.

Thompson, Eustice, Dayv.
SCORERS—

30, Oatey 2.1,

Kile 0.1,

3.2
1.0,
rushed 02

HUDI}EI 2.1,

REPLACEMENTS-NORWOOD: Gimm

Kerlev,
Eﬂl'ﬂ-
NORWOOD: Skinner 3.0, McMahon
Modia 13, Sawley
Wuldhm 0.1, rushed 0.3. WEST: Garnetl

Bennetls, Roach,

10, Curtis 1.0,

Shrubsole 2.0. Ryvan 2.0, Thomas
Benton 1.0, Eustice 0.1,

Kerlev 0.1, Sara 0.1.

iankle:

replaced by Wiesner at three guarter time. Modra
{pulled thigh muscle' replaced by Curtis last guar-

ler. WEST: Nil.

REPORTS—D. Thomas
boundary umpire O'Malley

(WEST) Porlf:d by
for allegedly kicking

B. A Johnson (NORWOOID) in the last quarter.
UMPIRE B A. Lees

PREMIERSHIP TABLE

Poinls Frem.
Ww. L. D. For Agsti. Pis. 7
Torrens . B 4 1 52 3 17 56
North . . B 4 1 9695 6584 17 4961
Wesl « 8K 5 — 9% Bl 16 55.11
Port B | 6 — 1874 BOG 14 5731
Norwood 9 6 — 938 34 14 4888
Sturl . 7 6 — 018 856 14 4R.76
Gilenelg . 5 8 - b6 1707 10 4393
Seuth . . 1 12 — 811 1101 2 42 41
Thebarton ; . 14,954
Unley .. .. .. .. T H:u
Kensinglon .. .. o .. B9
Adelaide se .. .. 3403
Total 33,562

HIGHEST,

LOWEST

I..l',l( UE

Glenelg 15-7 (97 pis).

North B-7 (55 pis.)

SECONDS

Torrens 19-20 (134 pis.)

Cenlrals 'ﬂ 4 (4 pis.)

LEADING GOALKICKERS

K. Johns (Port] 2
W. Thomas (North) _ .
Skinner (Norwoaod)

Paoller (Fort)
Head (Torrens)

NEXT WEEK

‘Inday Mmatches Toia!
g 13 39.26

- 13 27.25

30 (13 27.18
:!.ﬂ' 12 27.16

12 24.25

Porl v. South at Alberton.
North v, Norwomnd at Prospect.
West v. Sturt at Richmond.

Torrens v.

Glentlg at Thebarton.

SUNDAY

3rd Final Pts.
12—7 157 7
10—14 13—18 96

Wingman Gerry O'Brien
gave South tremendous
(drive from his seclor. but
with Linke and Richens
wolid  inm defence  the
Panthers” scoring oppor-
tunities were kept in
check,

Howard and Fraser were
already exerting an in-
| Aluence with their smart
seouting on the [fringes,
and this became  even
more mnarked asx the game
went on.

South had gone into the
crosswind first up. and
with the help of the breeze
in the second term did
maost of the attacking.

Darley and Kantilla
were winning most of the
ruck duels. but although
skipper  lan Day was
striving hard. Fraser was
the smartest thie! around
the [ringes.

A coal to new Tiger full-
forward Westley just be-
fore half-time cut South's
lead to 10 points

Had Scuth Aanker Peter
Wilson not missed a couple

of snaps at goal. their lead
would have been more in
keeping with their superior
play,

Glenelg replaced Button
al centre with Anesbury,
and with OBrien and
Ploenges winning well on
the wings lor South, the
Tigers needed someone (0
match Walker at centre so
as o pive Glenelg some
share of the midficld play,

Still South were getting

to the ball first, and.
playing with p].entv of
confidence, they had

opportunities to go right
ahead

But they raised five be-
hinds straight

Glenelg, with Howard
12y and Button getting
goals from limited chances,
clung to their narrow lead

When Ros=, who was now
getting value from his
second-hall dogped piay,
goaled soon after the last
term bezan, South had re-
gained Lhe lead and the
battle was really on.

Then South suffered p
body biow thmt may have
cost them viclory.

Darley unfortunately
and quite accldently col-
lecied Blackburn's knee
on the sude of the head
as he wvainly tried to
gather the ball on the
Eround.

Howard O'Brien

He was parried off in a

very dazed state. and
from then on the Glenelg
ruckmen grasped the
initiative Lhat finallv
helped them to their nar-
row and belated victory,

Howard's six poals were.
as I sald earlier, a match
winning effort. although
cellow-rover Fraser was
more under notice in the
field play

South had more win-
ners than the Tigers,
noticeably across centre
where O 'Brien and
Walker all day., and
Ploenges in the second
half in particular. gave
their side attacking 1m-
pelus
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