“Blue’’ Johnston Analyses Old Club’s Failures

Lack of Team S
Glenel

Why haven’t Glenelg figured
more prominently in the fight
for the league premiership

during their 25 years as
members of the league? In my opinion, the

fault can be traced 10 one thing—I

ack of

teamwork. And this weakness isn’t confined
to the players, it's evident throughout the
many phases of activity which go to make
up a league fooball club.

When Glenelg beat Sturt al
Glenelg Owal last Saturday (in-
cidentally, we beat Sturt in the last
match of the minor round in my
last league game in 1940, after
which Sturt went on to win the
premiership), practically  every
football enthusiast in Adelaide sat
back and commented on  the
“fluke.” saving condescendingly
that “the Bavs have to win ons
match a season.”

That €ort of comment i< heard
yvear after year-—and not without
semme basie of truth. The fact can-
not be disputed thmt Glenelz are
usunally one of the weakes! Teams
iy the league.

Bul make no mistake, Glenleg
have had champien feciballers.
in fact. back in the late 1920,
ithey had a2 rentreline made up
of three State players—the lale
Jack Sexton at cenire, and
Giardon Barbary and Jack Lloyd
on the wings.

Then there were olher Siate
sturs in the late Jack Owenszs 3¢
tull forward snd Jim Handby a1
Lall-back

However, with the exception
twip  seasons— 1933 and (934 —the
Bavs have rarely played cohesive
funithall  'Whether voung recruits

of

We mei Port In the second
semi-Anal and were beaten. but
we still went on Lo defeat Stlurt,
and then defeated Port in the
grand final (o take our first pre-
miership.

Bruce McGregor picked Rov Col-
ver up and carried him off the
ground in hix arms like 3 bab»
after the match.

I think that in Lance Leak, Roy
Colver. and Arthur Link we haa
one of the best “mosquito fleets”
that vear that any team has had
since or before

Arthur and Rov were twno of the
fastes: men off the mark vou
would see anvwhere, and, in the
grand fnal thev lef1 ac plished
niavers like "“"Cocky” Hooper and
“Butcher” Parrv. standing as if
rooted to the spol

“Toot™ Oliver., vice-captain,
was In the first ruck with me
and | couldn't have w for a
better man. In fact, he was ithe
best ruck shepherd | ever feamed
with. He knew what I'd be want-
ing. and alwaya did H, and he
was so hard he'd slop a run-
away irain,

That was our ¥ear o! triumph
But the same old ro1 sel in agan

or experienced in 1933 irst
<Pniors, " our P Jack ; 1Dwam
men aiwavs K retired. leaving
wemes o § - TOLD BY Toot: Oiiver
- b - L1 =
idea that their K “BI re J h !I]r_xhr lnders;lli'n'
joh was tp go I} t hen. when
oyt and da W ue o ns on Oliver retired.
well individu- : Harold Percy
allv 'o onsure N To tonk ‘over,
their hehl;.l 4 We lost anm
picrked 1n the _ L = j = ar 1two early
nexs weeks - rv games, and
game awrle e |s-'" 8| team changes

it =ermed. ax
if the psycholo-
gical approach
of plavers was
that the Bavs were onlv _in the

leagiie (o make weight, and that if

thev themselves played a good
game, it mattered itile whether
Glenelg won or lost
The first change fer Lhe belle)
came in 1933 with Lhe acquisi-
tion of Bruce McGreger. former
West and Siate champien ruck-
man and hall-forward, as ceach.
Patiently, Bruce McGregor wrt
about moulding us into a leam-—a
machine which would function at
Ieast ‘as evenly and as well as most
uvther league teams.
He did it in three wavs
B He knew how to get a3 map fil
and keep him A1, which is, after
4ll. 1he coach's main job
B Once s week he wnuld call all
the plavers together in the club-
rpboms, talk nver the errors of the
week hefore. and explain how 1
was proposed to remedy them [or
the next game
B He saw 10 it that a sirong social
side to our football was biult up.
And 1 eannotl stress tou much jusi
+hat a strong club social atmo-
<phere means to a football team. )
Anvway, we won nine of our 1i
pames in 1933 a record for the
vlulk  That showed we were Im-
proving. and gave all the players
t;e<h hearnt for the new  season.
With the late Jack Qwens per-
Haps the fAnest

Bave were out for blood

But we {us! couldn’t find nur legs
aliirklv enough We last our Ars
three matenes Port giving 1 &
terrific thrazhing &t Alherion when
tnecy won 33—19 1w our 12 14

We drew with North at Prospeci
lust the next game, b the tide
turned on June 2. when we de-
feated South. From then hil the
end of the ~ason we logt only
three more games

JUNIOR

became  fre-
aqvent, with tke
_ result that
feamwork
could not be built up
It = follv 1o drop anv plaver,
veteran, after he plavs
A plaver should
th‘l't games lo

eI it Or
Oane ponr game
be given at least
prove his worth

{iienelg have never noked bhke
reaching the finals mince.

I mentioned earlier that 1 1934
there wax g strong social ™de 1o
our foutball In fact. I think the

'club epirit that was foslered by

Bruce McGregor and other clu
wiorkers o those vears. 1938-4 was
8 big factor in ovur premiership
W in

For instance, on Sunday morn-
ings at the clubrooms there would
ajwavs be mome kind of organised
enteftainment, with refreshmen's
The bovs would roll slong, and
whether we had lost or won the
dav befare the malch was talked
over and over. plavers got 1o kpow
earh nther,. and a genera] feeling
of well-being was the outcome

It is & strange coincidence. but

1 believe the Bays bad a happy
clubroom get-logether lawt werk
—and then beat Sturt.

Two things which heave held
fouitball back at the Bav are lack
of population and lack of interest,

Glenelg is racing minded. prob-
ably more =0 than anv other dis-
trict. arid many of the wealthy men
of the disirirt look upon racing as

goalsneak Soulh| |their main pastime

Austrat:a hns seen —as capla:n. the | Aga'n mapy plavers Bnd 1 diffi-,

cult to ger tn Glenelzg Oval on
training nighis by § oelock, and
it is Imperative that practice must
start by then. or very soon after,
t{ a team 1< to reap any benef!

When | was playing fer the
Bavs 1 was working at Thebar-
ten, and 1 arranged to RAnish
work half an heur early on irain-
ing nights to allow me lo get lo
the oval. 1| was docked for the
time off. hut [ meant Lo play feol-
ball well pr nat at all
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THE BALL IS GOING. NOT

the other South Austru'ian,

Clitbs should see thal {heir men
ran vel to the ground bv 5 pm.
and where plavers |nse pav through
doing so, the club should find some
means of re:mbursing them.

That hrings un the guestion ol

pavment to  plavers.  whieh 1
sirong!v favor [t's all vervy well
t spv thatl plavers get a bonis

and often a rip awavy with the
clith atl the end of the vear

But i every man received a se
sumi for each match and s0o much
for attending at training. there
woulld »oon be a keenness on prac-
tice nights that I1s not seen now,

Further. 1 think t(ralmers are
very much vnderpaid, They're
alwayvs on Lhe job, and vei |
think seme average s paliry &/
a match.

In 1827 and 1928 Glenvlag plavers
were given a honus af £2 a mateh
al the #nd of the aseazon, and for
anvy maén who had plaved the {uil
season the chegiue for £34 wasz a
handv oresent;

g Wea

players are not paid.
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: Johnston
punched the ball away from Jack Regan, Victorian full-back, in
the $.A.—Vic. game at the P.rth carnival in 1917, Ken Farmer,

COMING. *“Blue"

arrived too late 1o mark.

A trip o Melbourne or rlsewhere
I very nice. hut that often costs a
plaver more than he bargains lor.

I'm certain that foocball (n South

Astralia has np hope of approach-
ing Virtorian =tandard while
In Victoria
they train harder and keep fitter
than here, because they have the
financial incentive 1o do so.

It iz not at all uncommon [ar a
Victorian to reach 200 games ih
league company; it is here

Stuth Australian and Victoria
have bhoth produced champions
under their differing systems, and
the local stars do not compare un-
favorably with Viclorians in any
respect .

"Leeter” Collier, ot Collin

the two hardest men ] ever com-
peted against in Victeria,

For sheer brillianc» and ability
te Ay b among the players |
met, 1 ¢ Horrie Riley. the

GEORGE (“BLUE') JOHNSTON COULD WELL BE :
CALLED ONE OF FOOTBALL'S “IRON MEN.” HE PLAYED
0% GAMES IN LEAGUE COMPANY FOR GLENELG, EX-

TENDING OVER 14 SEASONS.

MORE REMARKABLE IS

THE FACT THAT IN PRACTICALLY EVERY GAME HE
WAS GIVEN THE STRENUOUS TASK OF FOLLOWING.
“Blae”’ began his football with Black Forest, in the Mid-

Southern Association.
also played with Black Forest.

Len Sallin, another Glenelg champion.
In 1927 “Blue” joined Glenelg.

and did net retire until 1940. at the aged of 14,

During that time bhe played in a score of interstate games.
and in [934—rthe season Glenelg won their first league premier-
ship—he won the Magarey Medal.

Johnston was renowned for his prodigious leaping powers,
some of bis flying marks at times taking bead, shoulders, and
chest above a bunch of other high-marking players.
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ood .
and Jack Dvyer. of Richmond. were

pirit Big
kness

1 learned a lot

Riurt ;
and being op-

cham ‘
from m"ﬂ
posed to Riley.
When 1 first met im in league
football, he was a lol more ex-
perienced than I, and | couldn't
match him in the alr. He was not
a !all man, but he nad the knack
of being able to come in from the
side. hit an opponen' in mid-air,
and take the ball at the same time.
I tried to copy Riley's style as |
became more experienced. @
Riley was a top-notch ruckman,
bt the best T've seern was Bruce
McGregor. I plaved against
McGregor on very [ew oOCasions,
though.

Reval's Best Game

Ermie Bridgman, of Torrens. Rex
Walter, of North, Carl Wightman,
of Port—he was diffcult to over-
come. because of his long reach and

pace on the ground—and Alan
t"Bull™) Reval wer~ other good
followers:

“Bull” of course. was at his best
in ground work, anu in crealing
opportunities for team-mates,

“Bull" Reval's finest performance
wak in what [ consider the hardest
Rame ever plaved—the second
match against Western Australia in
1836. On the Saturday, Western
Australia had trounced us, and we
went out nn the Tuesday deter-
mined to retrieve our repltation,

We kicked badlv, outl in the last
quarier only points separated us.
It was s case of survival of the
fittest, and no mian spared himself.

The barder and fiercer the
game became, the more Alan

Reval Llhrew himself inte it
amazing the Perth etowds by re-
peatedly coming oul of the fre-
queni tangles of threshing arms,
lega, and ies with the ball—
and his inimitable grin.

In: the last seconds nf the match
Bill McCallum, aof Norwood, kicked
the point which gave us vtrm:?',
and we ran out winners 8--21 to
Western Australia’'s 11—8,

We carfied our captain, Frank
Tully, oft the Aeld.

In Running
| For Medal

RAY HUNT, 28.year-old
Glenelg full-back, who is
given a good chance of
winning the Magarey
Medal this season—cari-
calure by Covenlry.



